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Tax-Wise Drilling and Financing of Wells 


There are two major subdivisions 
of the subject assigned to me. First, 
tax-wise financing of wells, and, 
second, tax-wise drilling of wells. 
Tax-wise financing of wells implies 
the use of what is vaguely referred 
to in Hollywood as “OPM”—other 
people’s money — a very favorite 
pastime in California, and a luxury 
which I understand some Texans 
have enjoyed. In order to attract 
these funds, however, the play must 
not only be attractive from a geo- 
logical and general business stand- 
point, but also must afford the in- 
vestor the opportunity of realizing 
the maximum tax advantages which 
can be derived from a_ successful 
oil venture. If he is a tax conscious 
and sophisticated oil investor—and 
the other kind are getting harder 
and harder to find—he will insist 
that since all, or substantially all, 
of the monetary risk is going to 
be his, he be placed in the best 
possible tax position. 


sefore discussing what might be 
considered the conventional meth- 
ods of financing wells, it is neces- 
sary to consider the potential effect 
of the recent cases of Caldwell v. 
Campbell and Hawn v. Commis- 
sioner on financing devices. These 
decisions hold, in substance, that 
the proceeds from the original sale 
of a productioin or oil payment 
carved out of an oil or gas interest 
are taxable as capital gain income. 
jt has been said that the only sig- 
nificant legal instruments used by 
cil operators are the lease and the 
romissory note, but if these deci- 
ons are sustained, the carved out 
| payment will certainly become 
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more popular than the promissory 
note and may supplant many of the 
other conventional oil and gas in- 
struments. There would be little in- 
ducement to borrowing upon the se- 
curity of an oil and gas property, 
or even of selling it in whole or in 
part, if the owner could simply 
carve out and sell an oil payment 
in the desired amount and be sub- 
ject to a maximum tax of 25% on 
the money derived from the sale of 
the carved out oil payment. The 
seller would not be taxed on the 
proceeds from production necessary 
to discharge the oil payment, and 
after it was paid out the seller would 
again own the entire interest in the 
particular oil or gas property, which 
property would then be depleted, of 
course, to the extent of interven- 
ing production. The oil payment 
could be tailor-made to the seller’s 
desires so as to enable him to get 
capital gain income in the desired 
amount, payable in_ installments 
should he so wish. Should these 
decisions be sustained, it is not hard 
to conceive that some oil operators 
who did not need financing would, 
nevertheless, make a regular prac- 
tice of carving out oil payments pe- 
riodically which would be tailor- 
made so as to enable them to keep 
their maximum tax bracket at about 
25%, and when one oil payment was 
about to be paid out, another could 
be created which would be designed 
to meet the anticipated situation for 


the next ensuing period. If these 
decisions are upheld by the Supreme 
Court, it is quite likely that correc- 
tive legislation would follow, and 
the history of legislation under 
comparable circumstances would 
indicate that the corrective legisla- 
tion might well go beyond the spe- 
cific wrong which occasioned the 
legislation. 

There were forceable dissents in 
both the Caldwell and Hawn cases, 
and although it is believed that 
these decisions should be and will 
be reversed, it might be in the long 
run interests of the oil industry to 
sponsor clarifying legislation mak- 
ing it perfectly clear that capital 
gain income cannot be derived by 
carving out and selling an oil pay- 
ment while retaining the residual 
property rights. Although any such 
proposal might give rise to objec- 
tions from some persons, it is be- 
lieved that such a move would be 
very foresighted and take the sting 
out of any potential attacks on the 
industry’s tax position. If the oil in- 
dustry does not take the initiative 
in this connection, it is likely that 
some persons, for political or other 
reasons, will create unfavorable 
publicity for the oil industry by 
asserting that a substantial portion 
of the industry supports these deci- 
sions and is taking advantage of 
them to avoid paying a fair share 
of the nation’s taxes. Such publicity 
could well counteract substantially 
all of the goodwill created by the 
intensive educational program con- 
ducted by many persons and organi- 
zations in the industry during re- 
cent years, and might. well bring 
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about a complete legislative inves- 
tigation and overhaul of the tax 
structure as it applies to the oil in- 
dustry. The oil industry should be 
just as vigorous in its disavowal of 
an unjust tax advantage as it is in 
defending its just privileges under 
the tax law, and it is hoped the 
industry will not miss this oppor- 
tunity to initiate of its own volition 
clarifying legislation. 

For the purposes of this article, 
it will be assumed that the Cald- 
well and Hawn decisions are not 
good law,'and that the proceeds 
from the original sale of a carved 
out oil payment by one who retains 
the residual rights are taxable as 
ordinary income subject to deple- 
tion. It will also be assumed that 
the partnership provisions of the 
1954 Code are not applicable to the 
oil and gas ventures hereinafter 


discussed. 
I. 
TAX-WISE FINANCING 
OF WELLS 


A. Wildcat Wells — 

There are, of course, many meth- 
ods of raising and using other peo- 
ple’s money in connection with 
wildcat wells, including such obvi- 
ous methods as selling stock in an 
oil company. However, except for 
the large and well-known oil com- 
panies who can attract investment 
capital from the public at large, this 
method is not feasible due to the 
fact that the usual oil investor to- 
day cannot afford a large capital 
investment in stock, and, particu- 
larly, does not want to have a cap- 
ital loss if the venture is unsuc- 
cessful. Most of the money avail- 
able for independent oil ventures 
comes from persons with large in- 
comes, many of whom do not have 
large capital resources, and who 
want a quick write-off of the loss 
against their ordinary income if the 
venture is unsuccessful. Moreover, 
if the venture is successful, such 
persons want the opportunity of 
themselves getting the advantage of 
the depletion allowance and the 
option to write off intangible costs, 
whereas if a corporation is used, 
the corporation and not the individ- 
ual would have these rights. Ac- 
cordingly, this discussion will be 
confined to methods commonly used 
by the independent operator to at- 
tract venture capital other than by 
sale of stock. 
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1. Assignment reserving overrid- 
ing royalty or net profits interest— 
One of the oldest methods of get- 
ting other people to finance the drill- 
ing of a wildcat well is for the lease 
owner to assign the entire working 
interest in the lease, reserving for 
himself only an overriding royalty 
or a net profits interest, and requir- 
ing the assignee to drill one or more 
wells in a limited period of time. 
The tax consequences of an assign- 
ment reserving either kind of inter- 
est, provided the instrument is prop- 
erly prepared, is the same in either 
case. Any cash paid is ordinary in- 
come to the assignor, subject to de- 
pletion, and the payment must be 
capitalized by the assignee as part 
of his costs of acquisition. Such a 
cash bonus which must be capital- 
ized is usually disadvantageous to 
an investor—he cannot write this 
investment off unless and until the 
entire property becomes worthless 
in the ordinary channels of trade— 
and one or even several dry holes 
may not establish this. Further- 
more, if he gets production, he has 
the choice each year of using either 
percentage or cost depletion, 
whichever is higher, and if he uses 
percentage depletion, the bonus he 
has paid may be of no benefit to 
him whatsoever from a tax stand- 
point. Accordingly, most investors 
prefer to pay little, if any, money 
by way of a bonus, and would pre- 
fer allowing the assignor to reserve 
a larger royalty or similar interest, 
a portion of which could be sold 
by the assignor to raise any desired 
cash. An outstanding override or net 
profits interest has no tax disad- 
vantages in either party—the lessee 
gets the full benefit of intangible 
write-offs, and if the reservation of 
either interest is properly prepared, 
it is a depletable interest in the 
hands of the owner. Furthermore, 
the lessee can exclude from his tax- 
able income any proceeds attribu- 
table to either type of interest. The 
drafting of the reservation of an 
overriding royalty is relatively sim- 








ple and there is seldom any os. 
tion but that an overriding rc ity 
is a depletable economic inter: in 
the property. The reservation a 
net profits interest, however an 
be somewhat tricky, and in thi: sn- 
nection careful draftsmanship ay 
be important. : 

2. Assignment reserving oi! ay- 
ment only—If only an oil pay ‘ent 
is retained which should not jast 
for the life of the property, hen 
the transaction is regarded .s a 
sale, and, accordingly, the assisnor 
can treat the cash payment as «ap- 
ital gains income rather than as or- 
dinary depletable income. 

Oil payments are not frequently 
used in connection with wildcat 
plays inasmuch as the very nature 
of an oil payment requires that it 
be limited in duration. However, the 
promoter of undeveloped acreage is 
not normally willing to limit his po- 
tential recovery in the event there 
proves to be oil or gas underlying 
the property, and, accordingly, he 
usually retains an overriding roy- 
alty, net profits interest, carried or 
similar interest which will last for 
the life of the property. 

3. Free Well. The third method 
under consideration to finance wild- 
cat wells is for the lease owner to 
assign an interest in a play—say a 
one-half interest—provided the as- 
signee at his own cost and expense 
agrees to drill a well or series of 
wells until a well is completed pro- 
ducing oil or gas in paying quanti- 
ties. Frequently the lease owner 
agrees that he will pay his share 
of the completion costs, provided 
he approves of setting pipe in the 
well, and it is usually agreed that 
all production beginning with the 
first barrel of oil belongs one-half 
to each party. After the first com- 
mercial well is completed, then each 
party thereafter pays his propor- 
tionate share of all further costs. 
In this situation, it is clear that the 
assignee has to capitalize his intan- 
gible drilling costs in the first well 
to the extent of the interest of the 
assignor in the producing well as 
part of his costs of acquisition of 
the leases. The theory is that this 
one-half of the costs which he paid 
for the benefits of the other party 
really represented a part of his ac- 
quisition costs. This arrangement 
has a tax disadvantage, namely, if 
the well is a producer and the as- 
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Another in the growing list of satisfied Murphy Diesel owners is John S. 
Hagestad, drilling contractor of Bakersfield, Cal. He reports his experi- 
ence as follows: 


“The two Model 20 G Dual Fuel Murphy Diesels on our new Emsco 
G. B. 350 drawworks have performed satisfactorily in every respect. Our 
entire crew is pleased with their ruggedness and dependability which are 
most suitable for oilfield operation. We have already observed economy 
in fuel savings. 

“We also have two Model 220 G Murphy Dual Fuel engines driving 
our D-300 Emsco Pump (7'/,- 14”) at 70 strokes per minute. Under these 
conditions pressures and volume are ample for jet bit drilling.” 
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Murphy Diesel Engines 
and Power Units are 
available in sizes from 
96 to 248 H.P. Dual 
Fuel engines from 144 
to 221 H.P. Generator 
Sets, 60 to 155 K.W. ' 


Mr. Hagestad has demonstrated his sincerity with an order for four 
more Murphy Diesels. This is real proof of satisfaction. You, too, can 
get this same kind of satisfaction. The first step is to ask your Murphy 
Diesel Dealer to show you what Murphy Diesel Power can do for you. 


MURPHY DIESEL CO. | 5311 w. Burnham St. 
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SEE YOUR MURPHY DIESEL DEALER, TODAY— 













BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Glenn Rose Engine Service Industrial Engine Service 
502 So. Real Road 5315 Valley Blvd. 

SAN DIEGO 12, CALIF. ODESSA, TEXAS 

National Steel & Shipbuilding Corp. Harries Sales & Rentals 






Harbor Drive at 28th St. P.O. Box 1568 












signee uses percentage rather than 
cost depletion, he will never bene- 
fit taxwise from the portion of the 
intangibles—in this case one-half— 
that he paid for the benefit of the 
assignor. 


4. Assignment of checkerboarded 
interest in leaseholds — The fourth 
method under discussion to finance 
wildcat plays is to assign the whole 
working interest in checkerboarded 
parcels so that if either party makes 
a discovery, the other party will 
have something approaching an off- 
set location. This makes a very 
clean situation from a tax stand- 
point; under such circumstances, 
each party owns his own wells, pays 
his own expenses, takes his own oil, 
and gets the full benefits of the de- 
pletion allowance, write-offs and 
depreciation from his own property. 
For persons who do not wish to be 
partners with anyone, checkerboard- 
ing is a clean and very satisfactory 
method of taking or giving farm- 
outs. 


5. Limited Partnership Agree- 
ments—The promoter of an explor- 
atory program involving several 
plays, some of which may not at 
the time have been put together, 
may find it very advantageous to 
form a limited partnership with him- 
self as sole general partner and a 
series of investors as limited part- 
ners. Sometimes the general part- 
ner will also be a limited partner 
and in that capacity invest a por- 
tion of the funds being put up by 
the investors. In the usual situation, 
such a limited partnership agree- 
ment provides that after the limited 
partners as a group have been re- 
paid their investment, the general 
partner becomes entitled to be- 
tween 25% to 50% of the profits 
from further production, and the 
interest of the limited partners is 
proportionately diluted at that time. 
If properly prepared, the limited 
partners get all write-offs and de- 
pletion until payout, after which 
time they simply exclude from their 
income the net profits payable to 
the general partner. 


B. Financing Proven or Semi- 
proven Locations — 


Until recent years, the most com- 
mon way to finance the drilling of 
proven or semi-proven locations 
was to borrow money from a bank 
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or other financial institution, se- 
cured by production from adjoining 
producing wells. The lessee would 
prove up his lease by drilling one 
or more wells with his own funds, 
and then, based on the security of 
the existing wells, he would bor- 
row on the lease to finance further 
development. However, this meant 
paying taxes on the income, and 
only what was left after taxes went 
to discharge the indebtedness. Ac- 
cordingly, methods were devised to 
avoid paying taxes on money raised 
to pay for drilling costs, or on the 
proceeds from production used to 
discharge drilling obligations. The 
following are the most common 
methods presently used in an effort 
to accomplish this result: 





1. Where an interest in an oil 
property is sold for cash but the 
seller is obligated to and does ex- 
pend the proceeds to develop the 
same property, it is the Bureau’s 
position that since such money is 
not his to do with as he pleases, but 
rather is in the nature of trust 
money put up by others as a cap- 
ital investment, such money is not 
taxable income to the seller. He can 
thus use the money for drilling the 
well without paying taxes thereon. 
The oil interest sold under such cir- 
cumstances can be a royalty, oil 
payment, participating interest or 
any other kind of economic inter- 
est in the property, but the persons 
putting up the funds must receive 
an economic interest in the very 
same property on which the funds 
are to be expended. If the money 
is derived from the sale of an in- 
terest in different property, such 
money is taxable income to the 
seller. 

2. The same principle is appli- 
cable if services or equipment 
needed to develop the property are 
furnished rather than money, i. e., 
pipe, or the services of a drilling 





contractor in return for an oil ay- 
ment. The lessee does not ha to 
take into his income the valu of 
the services rendered, nor doc he 
pay taxes on the share of prc ic- 


tion thus assigned in returr ‘or 
such services. However, ay 
money, equipment or services ire 
furnished to him, the lessee ca: ot 
claim a cost basis for any wel: or 


equipment so acquired, nor ca: he 
deduct any intangible drilling c.sts 
with respect to any well drille: in 
such a manner. 

Due to the desire of a lessee of 
proven or semi-proven locations to 
limit the amount of recovery of any 
drilling contractor or supplier, ihe 
interest normally transferred under 
such circumstances is an oil pay- 
ment, and in such event the con- 
tractor or other person acquiring 
such interest has a cost basis there- 
for equal to his drilling or other 
costs, and thus he is entitled to take 
cost depletion except to the extent 
there is a profit or interest factor, 
which factor is, of course, subject 
to normal taxes. 


II. 


TAX-WISE DRILLING 
OF WELLS 


We now pass from considering 
the problems involved where the 
lease owner wants to use other peo- 
ple’s money to the situation where 
he plans on spending his own 
money but wants to spend it at a 
time and in a fashion which will be 
most advantageous tax wise. 


There are two chief considera- 
tions in this connection: A. Plan- 
ning so the maximum deductions 
and write-offs can be taken during 
the most advantageous year tax 
wise—Anyone investing his own 
money in wildcat wells will want 
to be sure he can write off his ex- 
penditure in the case of a dry hole, 
or his intangible drilling costs if it 
proves to be a producer, during the 
tax year when he has a high tax 
bracket. If he wants all possible 
deductions during 1954, then where 
possible the well should be com- 
pleted or abandoned during the year 
1954, and in the case of the cash 
basis taxpayer, payment should be 
made during the same year. With 
respect to prepayment of drilling 
costs, the applicable Revenue rul- 
ing treating of prepayment contains 
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Cal | Jorgensen Tirs 


Are steel problems putting the bite on your plans to capture 
new production rewards? Remember that Jorgensen endeav- 
ors to maintain complete stocks of carbon, alloy, stainless, 
tool and specialty steels, plus aluminum sheet, plate, rod, 
bar and extrusions. To handcuff those big problems suc- 
cessfully, let Jorgensen supply your needs. For steel, or 

help with your steel problems —-CALL JORGENSEN FIRST! 
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some ambiguous language, but the 
policy seems to be to permit deduc- 
tions for prepaid intangible drill- 
ing and development costs only to 
the extent that the services there- 
for were rendered by the contractor 
during the taxable year, irrespec- 
tive of whether the taxpayer is on 
a cash or accrual basis. 

If a taxpayer who is drilling a 
well desires to postpone the deduc- 
tions or write-offs pertaining there- 
to to the following year, it would 
seem clear that, at least in the case 
of a cash basis taxpayer, failure to 
pay until the following year would 
achieve the desired result. If it is 


desired to postpone an income tax 
deduction in the case of an accrual 
basis taxpayer, it is necessary that 
under the terms of the drilling or 


other applicable contract, no liabil- 
ity for the taxpayer’s costs accrue 
until subsequent to the end of his 
fiscal year. 

B. Planning so as to get the bene- 
fit of the maximum depletion allow- 
ance—Although a taxpayer can take 
the higher of cost or percentage de- 
pletion applicable to each mineral 
interest during any year, his per- 
centage depletion cannot exceed 
50% of the taxable income from the 
property. Although percentage de- 
pletion is commonly referred to as 
amounting to 2714%4% of the gross 
income from the property, actually 
the percentage depletion factor may 
be much less, or even zero, if the 
particular property has produced no 
taxable income for the period in 
question. In other words, the max- 










































Rico #12, Torrance oil field, drilling in Redondo Beach. James M. McNeill is the operator. 


Severcl wells are planned from this island. 
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imum percentage depletion is2) 1% 
of gross income from the pro; ty 
or 50% of the taxpayer’s ta: Je 
income from the same pro; y, 
whichever figure is the lower  ¢- 
cordingly, it is important tc n- 
deavor to arrange so that the — x- 
able income from each separate _- 
eral property for each year wi }e 
sufficient to avoid the applica ‘on 
of the 50% limitation on perc at- 
age depletion. Every effort sh: ald 
be made to plan drilling operations 
so that expenses for such year will 
not be so high as to bring this |im- 
itation into operation, but if, for 
some reason, this proves impos- 
sible, consideration should be given 
to the possibility of selling an oil 
payment from the property sufh- 
cient in amount so as to raise the 
income from the property to the 
point where the 2714% of gross in- 
come will be at least equal to 50% 
of net income. This may result un- 
der the right circumstances in pro- 
curing a good deal of tax-free in- 
come that would otherwise be lost. 


CONCLUSION 


Oil and gas tax law is growing 
and developing, and, although firm 
opinions cannot always be given as 
to the tax consequences of many 
proposals, an oil operator who fol- 
lows good tax advice, the same as 
one who has good geology, will, on 
the average, fair better than one 
who tries to pioneer without proper 
planning or counsel. Until the 
courts have spoken more fully and 
authoritatively, however, the prac- 
titioner should be careful in his ad- 
vice, particularly when it is pro- 
posed to follow a new scheme or 
theory. If a proposal does not meet 
the normal legal tests of being log- 
ical and reasonable, or does not 
follow principles generally accepted 
as applicable to taxpayers in gen- 
eral, then, irrespective of technical 
consideration, the practitioner owes 
his client, the industry, and his pro- 
fession a duty to endeavor to re- 
vamp the proposal so that it will 
not bring about criticism of the in- 
dustry or violate the traditions of 
our legal system. 





*This is a condensation of a paper given 
by Mr. Bergen before the Sixth Annual 
Institute on Oil and Gas Law and Taxa- 
tion at the Southwestern Legal Founda- 
tion, Dallas, Texcs. 
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Electric equipment is the 
most versatile...so safe, 
dependable and economical it 
can be used on operations 
everywhere from 
the drilling rig 
to the refinery 
shipping dock. 








Edison power consultants have accurate up-to-the-minute 


information on electric equipment for every oil field operation. 
Their services are available without cost or cbligation— . 


just call your local Edison office. 





Good Service, Square Dealing, Courteous Treatment 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY 
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Of Lazy Ducks and Stuff 
With fear and trepidation we 
journeyed down to the Lake- 
wood Country Club one recent 
afternoon to consort in the more 
dignified sense of the word with 
the members of that distinctive 
institution, the Western Pipe 
Liners Club. When we arrived 
there was no one to be seen 
but Mac McQueen, the honor- 
able secretary; Carl Marquis, a 
substantial ex-member of the 
Shell family who now gets his 
exercise mainly from clipping 
coupons; and the irrepressible 
Jake Martin, erstwhile pipe line 
executive for “ole Pegasus,” the 
aviating equine. It was a lovely 
day and most of the delegates 
were out on the golf course, so 
we sauntered out to the eight- 
eenth green, going via the duck 
pond. The ducks were all asleep 
on the edge, so we woke them 
up and chased them into the 
pool for a little swimming 
practice. We never could stand 
a lazy duck. Besides we have 
always wanted to do some re- 
search into the reason that wa- 
ter runs off a duck’s back like 
water off a duck’s back. We 
found to our amazement that 
the feathers of these birds are 
coated with a petroliferous se- 
cretion and an additive, the na- 
ture of which we can’t reveal, 
so that the water has no option 
but to run off. Isn’t that inter- 
esting! 
Some Approach Shots 
When we got over to the 18th 
hole, who should loom up on the 
horizon but that larruping left- 
hander, Henry Paulsen, accompa- 
nied by Curly Working, the poet 
laureate of Placentia, and the noted 
pump authority, Bill Conley, the 
latter looking a bit thin but none- 
theless much better, after a siege 
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of heart trouble. All three loosed 
what they called “approach” shots 
and it was a fairly appropriate name 
excepting that what they  ap- 
proached was entirely different in 
each case. If Henry’s ball had trav- 
eled a few feet farther, it would 
undoubtedly have been eaten by a 
duck; Curly’s shot ended up in the 
vicinity of the green but then Curly 
is practically a pro; and Bill Con- 
ley’s vicious lunge sent his pellet 
soaring into a beautiful but distress- 
ing arc deep into the northwest. 
Awarding the P.L. Oscars 
Presently another group 
hacked its winding way into the 
green and, bless our soul, if it 
wasn’t composed of Al Alcorn, 
the well known poker author- 
ity and concho higher-up; Don 
Purdy, the Richfield transporta- 
tion engineer with the Caledo- 
nian ancestry; Lawrence An- 
drew, former GP great, and 
winner, incidentally, of the prize 
for the best performance of the 
day; and Orville Anderson who 
recently took over the responsi- 
bilities of Earl Cammack as 
southern district pipe line su- 
perintendent for Richfield. La- 
ter in the evening all seven of 
the golfers were given awards 
by divot heaving chairman, 
Henry Paulsen, for proficiency 
in various misdemeanors and 
infractions. The only legitimate 
receivers were Lawrence An- 
drew and Curly Working who 
had low nets or low grosses or 
something equally stupendous. 
Henry even gave himself an 
award for being the best left- 
hander in the tournament but 
failed to explain that he was the 
only one. 
News from Kuwait 
With George Supple doing a neat 
stint as presiding officer the dinner 
and its aftermath were interesting 
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affairs. Wally Mitchell, the ‘lide 
Water Associated expert on dynes 
and poises, showed color moiion 
pictures of the marine line and 
gathering facilities he constructed a 
short time ago for the Getty enier- 
prises. This was really an outstand- 
ing piece of work in which Wally, 
with the aid of two other Ameri- 
cans, and a flock of native hands, 
completed an entire storage and 
transportation with all its accesso- 
ries in six months. It had to be done, 
too, without the use of all the mod- 
ern equipment and devices usually 
employed by pipe line builders now- 
a-days. Some idea of the stringency 
with which Wally ruled the gang 
may be deduced from the fact that 
when a go-devil was run through 
the finished line, not a single beer 
can was flushed. Anyway, we 
thought the whole accomplishment 
was pretty strong evidence of Wal- 
ly’s resourcefulness and pipe line 
know-how and we couldn’t have 
been prouder if we had done it 
ourself. 
Around the Festive Board 
Among the distinguished 
trenchers and back-fillers at this 
august assembly were Frank 
Coyle, past president of the 
Western Pipe Liners Club and 
one of Tide Water’s top pipe 
line executives; Bill Davidson, 
another personable chap from 
the House of the Soaring A; 
Ed Saunders, the recently ele- 
vated Standard Oiler; Orville 
Anderson, already mentioned; 
Earl Cammack, now a gentle- 
man of leisure, resplendent in 
a shirt that would dazzle the 
most blase Hawaiian; Hal 
Painter, a considerable attache 
of the E. A. Irish Construction 
Company; Fred Simms, retired 
manager of Shell’s pipeline af- 
fairs, now lolling in the lap of 
Laguna luxury; Bob Roberts 
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For more than a third 


of a century, Guiberson 


drilling and production tools 


have followed close behind 
exploration—for 

wherever men seek oil, 
Guiberson tools serve safely 
and efficiently. 

This continued leadership 
among men who demand the 
finest is possible only 
because Guiberson tools 
-are the finest. Every 

item that carries the famous 
Guiberson trade-mark 

goes through a rigid period 
of field testing before 

it is offered for sale... 

your assurance that in the 
future, as in the past, 

the name “Guiberson” 

will stand for the best. 
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* Tubing Swabs 

* Casing Swabs 

* Overload Relief Valves 

* Sinker Bars 

* Tubular Jars 

* Rope Sockets 

* Swivel Joints 

* Wire Line Oil Savers 
Control Head Packers 
Cup Type Packers 
Formation Packers 
Hold Down Packers 
Dual Zone Packers 
Anchor Packers 
Production Packers 
Circulating Valves 





Hydraulic Anchors 
Hookwall Anchors 
Tubing Catchers 
Tubing Safety Joints 
Tubing Strippers 
Tubing Oil Savers 
Drilling Heads 
Blowout Preventers 
Rotary Swivels 
Tubing Blocks and Hooks 

¢ Square Kellys 

¢ Quick Change Unions 

¢ Tubing Spiders 

e Sucker Rod Strippers 

© Gas Lift Equipment 








SHELL EMPLOYEE RECEIVES HIGH 
HONORS 


The tall, somewhat serious looking—but 
not so serious really when you get to 
know him—Wilhelm Tempelaar-Lietz, sen- 
ior exploitation engineer for Shell Oil 
Company. has been a familiar figure 
around the California petroleum circuit 
for the past fifteen years more or less. 
Mostly he shows up at the technical meet- 
ings of the oil production group, but we 
have also seen him engrossed in a fierce 
domino tilt so his life is not entirely de- 
voted to the elevated pursuits. 

Anyway, before launching into our usual 
biographical binge, we'd like to circulaté 
the fact that Tempelaar, as his friends 
know him, was recently knighted by 
Queen Julianna of the Nederlands for his 
fine efforts in war relief work in behalf of 
the United Nations, and in connection with 
the Nederlands flood relief program of 
1953. The honor was formally bestowed 
by Dr. Adrian Hertog, Nederlands consul! 
in Los Angeles. Tempelaar, thus, is now 
a knight of the order of Oranje Nassau 
and as such has our hearty congratula- 
tions and one profound obeisance. 

It is no trivial offense to dehyphenate 
such a top echelon personage but since 
we are no longer being paid by the syl- 


who took over Fred’s imposing 
obligations when he retired and 
by all accounts has done a noble 
job; and last but by no means 
least, Mac McKeany, another 
Shell pipe line biggie who can 

















lable, and space here is limited, we have 
no recourse but to follow the custom of 
his associates and fission the cognomen, 
if you know what we mean. So here are 


get more out of a pair of treys 
than the ordinary guy can get 
out of a uranium mine. 
More Pipe Line Celebs 
Sitting next to us at the dinner 
table was that delectable soul, Alex 





DEPTHOMETER 


The ideal instrument for 
taking depth measure- 
ments with sand lines 
while bailing, swabbing, 
or running a single shot 
survey. Does away with 
“stringing-in.” 







Write for 
descriptive 
bulletin 
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The CAVINS Co. 


Main office and factory: 


Ventura + Santa Maria + Bakersfield + Taft 








brief details of Tempelaar’s 


intere 
career: He was born in the land co 
windmill and the tulip, in the tow of 


ng 
he 


Doesburg, to be specific, and moc itly 
admits that he is not the one who sto’ ped 
a hole in the dike and saved the n*''on, 


He was graduated from the Univ ity 


of Belst with a degree in engineerine ad 
began work for the Shell Companyin 27, 
Before coming to California he hac ar. 
formed assignments in Rumania, ich 
East Indies—now Indonesia, Venez :»la, 
and the U.S. mid-continent. He was i: ins- 
ferred to the west coast in 1939 as a: ex- 
ploitation engineer and has since bec >me 
widely known as an authority in the di- 
verse phases of petroleum production 

In his spare moments, Tempelaar’s No. 


1 interest is the piano which he plays with 
all the feeling, finesse, and technique of 
a virtuoso. He confines himself largely to 
the works of such noted composers as 
Brahms, Beethoven, and Bach, and up to 
the moment has shown no inclination to 
break over into bebop. It has nothing to 
do with the subject but we ourself once 
composed a levely piece called Hungar- 
ian Rhapsody No. 5 and, boy, were we 
disgusted when we found the thing had 
already been done by a chap named 
Franz Liszt, 


Robertson, who left Union Oil Com- 
pany a few days before we arrived, 
started in business for himself, and 
now can afford to chauffeur us 
from golf course to golf course in 
a tan Cadillac. Alex is certainly one 














Going 
m the 
HOLE ? 


GEOLOGRAPH 


Time is money on a drilling 
well! You save both with 
Geolograph because its 
foot-by-foot drilling record 
helps do A BETTER JOB IN 
LESS TIME! That’s why you 
always save when you log 
as you drill with Geolograph. 
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GEOLOGRAPH ; 


MECHANICAL WELL LOGGING SERVICE 4 < 


TEXAS: Abilene, Houston, 
LOUISIANA: Baton Rouge, Shreveport. 


2853 Cherry Ave. Long Beach 6, Calif. WYOMING: Casper. 
Phone 4-8564 KANSAS: Liberal. 
Branch Offices: 





Odessa, Wichita Falls. 
OKLAHOMA: Okiahoma City. 
MONTANA: Glendive. 


Lubbock, 


CALIFORNIA: Bakersfield. 


COLORADO: Sterling. NEW MEXICO: Farmington. 
ILLINOIS: Fairfield. CANADA: Edmonton in Alberta. 
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Don Nielsen 


That old black magic paved the 


‘VER notice how the success of one 
E product will often create a demand 
for another? 

“Back around the turn of the century, 
for instance, Union Oil couldn’t sell 
much gasoline because there were only 
4100 or so cars in the country and no 
good roads. We did most of our business 
in kerosene and fuel oils. 

“Tt soon became apparent that if we 
were to sell more gasoline there’d have 
to be more and safer roads. 

“Fortunately, Union has always had 


a large supply of crude oils ideal for 
making asphalt. So we started produc- 
ing a simple product you could pour 
right on the road. 

“That old black magic took the mo- 
torist out of the mud and paved the way 
for 60,000,000 cars. 

“Today, we’re one of the largest pro- 
ducers of asphalt on the West Coast. 
We maintain plants and storage facili- 


ties in seven cities and make over eighty 
different grades. 

“Today, too, you enjoy thousands of 
miles of good roads. And asphalt covers 
86% of them. 

“Gasoline? We’re selling more of that 
now than anything else!” 





way for sixty million cars 



















As Don Nielsen— Mr. Asphalt in our 
home office — points out, one successful 
product does help another. 


Asingle carload of asphalt transformed 
into a highway now creates a demand 
for at least one thousand gallons of gaso- 
line a year. 

Asphalt’s large share of the market 
is due to its own inherent merits. It is 
far superior to any competitive paving 
material in ease of application, in load- 
bearing ability, in long life and in 
safety. What’s more, it costs less per 
mile to put down and to maintain. 

Asphalt is another example of a better 
product bringing its benefits to more 
people through America’s free competi- 
tive economy. 

YOUR COMMENTS ARE INVITED. Write: 


The President, Union Oil Company, Union 
Oil Building, Los Angeles 17, California. 


Union Oil Company or canons 


MANUFACTURERS OF ROYAL. TRITON, THE AMAZING PURPLE MOTOR OIL 
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of the best and we are indebted to 
him no end for many kindnesses 
over the years. Then there were 
Vic Larson, George Supple’s right 
hand over at GP; Elmer Dreyer, 
the chap who solves The Texas 
Company’s pipeline problems; Roy 
Kline, another former GP great; 
Barney Laulhere, the good looking 
and pleasant mannered Hood Con- 
struction Company officer; Howard 
Robinson, with whom we were as- 
sociated for many years over at 
Union Oil Company, and for whom 
our admiration has increased stead- 
ily as time fleets along; Charlie 
Campbell, also one of the 7600 who 
recently took on important new 
duties; and Norman Anderson, the 
noted gridster and immediate past 
prexy of the Western Pipe Lin- 
ers. Club, from Richfield Oil 


Corporation. 


They Were All There 

Also among those present 
were Bill Thoburn, Richfield’s 
Valley pipe line chief and a lad 
with a fair stash of tartan cor- 
puscles galloping through his 
blood stream; Roger Enders 
who, come to think of it, looks 
enough like Tony Enders of 
GP to be his brother; E. J. Mc- 
Kee, the always smiling Cale- 
donian from Alliane Tank & 
Terminal Company; C. D. Ball, 
recently retired Chevronite, 
looking mighty fit for a man 
who has reached retirement 
age; Jack Robertson, brother of 
Alex, another likable Scot, who 
has done right well for himself 
and could if he wished dine ex- 
clusively on caviar and breast 
of guinea hen under glass, but 
would probably rather have a 
bit of Finan haddie; Leo True- 
blood, the aristocratic Wilshire 
chap who probably could have 
made a good actor if he hadn’t 
decided to make a good pipe 
liner; Don Grindlay, a Stand- 
ard Oiler whom we met for the 
first time and were agreeably 
impressed; Fielder Jones, the 
friendly Texas Company pipe 
liner who officiated so well as 
secretary last year; Bill Lyles, 
one of the better pipe line con- 
tractors; Floyd Smith, a per- 
sonable representative of Engi- 
neers Pipe Line, Ltd.; L.: L. 
Tarne, another high ranking 
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GEARS FOR INDUSTRY 
LINE 
OILFIELD PUMPING UNITS 


SNEDDON PROPOSED FOR 
HIKERS’ MEMBERSHIP 


MAMMOTH 
LAKES P.O. 
Aug. 14, (0.V.) 

Up here in the 
High Sierras at 
White’s Lodge 
there’s lots of 
good fishing, 
good hiking, 
good outdoor 
recreation. This 
must be about 
our fourth or 
fifth visit with 
Bill White, who 
incidentally runs a fine resort here 
on the shores of Lake Mamie—one 
of the Mammoth Lakes chain—alti- 
tude 8,900 feet. They just stocked 
the lake again yesterday, so by this 
time tomorrow we are counting on a 
switch in diet from beans to trout. 

Speaking of hiking, ran into a 
gang of hot footed enthusiasts of 
the John Muir Hikers’ Association 
and was particularly reminded of 
our good friend, Richard Sneddon, 
well known humorist of bagpipe and 
Kilty fame, not to mention the Pe- 
troleum Club, authorship of “The 
Grapevine Column” and former edi- 
torship of several petroleum publi- 
cations, but especially his knowl- 
edge of hiking and hiking societies. 

In his native Scotland, we under- 
stand “Dick” was an ardent mem- 
ber of the Loch Lomond Hiking 
Society. It was while chatting with 
the Membership Chairman of the 
J. M. H. A. that we put in a good 
word for Dick Sneddon. Certainly, 
his background of this popular out- 
door sport from the land of blue- 
bells and heather could add many 
innovations and hitherto unex- 
plored activities, it was pointed 
out, such as dancing the Highland 
Fling at the end of each day’s hike. 

Incidentally, as the fleecy white 
clouds drift by relentlessly, and 
our rowboat bobs up and down, 
there is absolutely nothing in this 
rugged country of minarettes, 
crystal crags and trout-filled wa- 
ters to remind one of Lufkin Gears 
or Oilfield Pumping Units. 


\ 





V. J. Fawcett 


& MACHINE COMPANY 
PACIFIC COAST DIVISION 
5959 S. Alameda St., Los Angeles 1, Calif. 
NORTHWEST SALES AND SERVICE 
J. W. Minder Chain and Gear Co. 
307 So. East Hawthorne Bivd. 
Portland, Ore. 


Dallas Lufkin, Texas New York 








member of the House of Peg 

asus; and Roy Waer who ha 

been filling Fred Behrens’ shoe 

since Fred left Wilshire. 
A Word of Thanks 

As we have said many times, bk. y- 
ing once masqueraded as a ci ef 
gauger for a fairish spell, we alw js 
feel thoroughly at home with he 
pipe liners, and we look forw :rd 
with eagerness to these meeti: vs, 
We are again indebted to Harold 
McQueen for some generous host- 
ing and to all the members of ihe 
Club for the privilege of being a 
guest. By the way, we might again 


remark that George Supple, the new 


president, is the sort of person who 
would add stature to any organiza- 
tion, and his functioning up to the 
moment is evidence that the West- 
ern Pipe Liners Club is on the way 
to another good year—intellectu- 
ally, if not financially. 
A Pair of Athletes 
In the company of Bob Eiche, 
the petroleum industry’s top 
equipment exporter, and Roger 
Peterson, the well known Shaf- 
fer Tool Company representa- 
tive,we bumped’ into a pair of 
out-of-town celebrities the 
other day, to wit, Bill Harris, 
sales manager for Christensen 
Diamond Products Company of 
Salt Lake City, and Roger 
Smith, mid-continent manager 
of the same. As nearly as we 
could understand, Bill Harris 
had just returned from France 
where he had set up a manu- 
facturing and distributing plant 
for his firm. They were both 
housed at the Statler for a few 
days where they had scheduled 
sundry conferences. Indirectly 
we learned that Bill Harris is 
a terrific athlete, being espe- 
cially proficient at ping pong, a 
game that is usually played with 
butter spades under a table that 
measures nine feet by five, and 
another violent enterprise 
known as gin rummy. In this 
latter field he has even taken 
Roger Peterson a couple of 
times which we understand is a 
very difficult thing to do. Roger 
Smith, by the way, also has a 
considerable reputation as a 
golfer and has been known on 
several occasions to hit the ball 
in one. 
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ON THE JOB ON TIME? 














PERMANENTE OIL WELL CEMENTS 


24-HOUR, DAY OR NIGHT DELIVERY is 
Permanente’s promise of service to the 
oil well industry. Every man in the field 
knows that when an oil well cementer 
needs cement, he needs it RIGHT NOW! 
Permanente’s new fleet of light-weight, 
bulk delivery diesel trucks is proving every 
day that the company slogan, “On the 
Job, On Time” is our policy for every 
customer, large or small. 


PERMANENTE OIL WELL CEMENTS are de- 
pendable under all conditions. The four 


PERMANENTE 


CEMENT COMPANY 


* SERVICE MARK 
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types are laboratory controlled for speci- 
fied performance at depths, pressures and 
bottom hole temperatures up to 500° F., 
and 30,000 psi. 











Type C For wells down 
Construction to 5,000 feet 
Type $ For wells down 
Modified to 8,000 feet 
Type D For wells over 
Hi-Temp 8,000 feet 
For abnormally high 
Permateap bottom hole temperatures 





PERMANENTE, SANTA CLARA, YOSEMITE AND KAISER BRANDS 
OF PORTLAND CEMENT AND PERMANENTE LIME PRODUCTS 


ON THE JOB 


ON TIME * OAKLAND + PORTLAND * SEATTLE 
EAST PASCO * ANCHORAGE ° FAIRBANKS * HONOLULU 
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Ray Zell Back Home 


Charlie Perkins tells us that Ray 
Zell is now back home and at last 
reports was getting along fine. Ray 
certainly has our best wishes for a 
complete and speedy recovery and 
we know he has a lot of friends 
here in California who are wishing 
the same. We hear via the grape- 
vine that C. H. “Tut’”’ Tuttle ap- 
peared at the directors’ meeting of 
the Nineteeners the other night and 
looked as fit as his own fiddle. That’s 
good news and we sincerely hope 
that the improvement continues. 
We are sorry to hear, however, that 
Sam Taber, the Union Oil Com- 
pany transportation engineer, is in 
the hospital. We'll be pulling for 
Sam, too, and hope that he too will 
soon be back to his normal good 
health and spirits. 


Nineteener History 


That illustrious little group of 
adventurers, the Nineteeners, 
will hold their 263rd golf tour- 
nament at Virginia Country 
Club on Friday, August. 19, 
1955, which represents approxi- 
mately 22 years of consecutive 
monthly competition. The Club 
is probably even several years 
older than that, and it is inter- 
esting that Lev Sacre, the cur- 
rent Hook Shot, or secretary, 
has held that office ever since 
the organization was started. 
The late Jay Perrin was the 
originator of the Nineteener 
idea and not only served as its 
first Big Shot (president) but 
up to the day of his death was 
a prime factor in shaping all its 
policies and procedures. It was 
Jay’s baby and he loved every- 
one in it and everything about 
it. 


Another Generation Takes Over 


We had many a confidential chat 
with Jay after we ourself were ini- 
tiated and it was easy to sense his 
pride in the creation of this unique 
fellowship. The Nineteeners could 
long ago have become big, very big, 
if they had so desired, but they 
wisely kept their numbers down so 
as not to be a burden on any of the 
private golf clubs at which they 
hold their meetings and not to bur- 
den themselves with a lot of unnec- 
essary bookkeeping and other rou- 
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LATCH-ON CENTRALIZERS 
with the NEW 


KON-KAVE BOW 


B and W KON-KAVE 
BOW combines a curved 
cross - section, highest 
quality spring steel, 
drop forging, and the 
proper heat treatment 
to relieve all stresses 
created in forming and 
welding B and W KON- 
KAVE BOWS. 


FIRST 
IN THE 
FIELD! 


@ Strongest — greatest 
resistance to side thrust. 


@ Most resistance to 
deformation... 


@ Easiest to install and run. 


B:“W lace. 


Well Completion Specialists 


GULF COAST 
Top are ele) 


Houston 12, Texas Los Angeles 54, Calif 


Phone WA-3-6603 


WEST COAST 
Box 3751 


Phone DA-4-1106 





tines. Besides Club bigness ha 
way of diffusing friendships. We 
riously doubt if there is today 
club of any kind anywhere, in w! 
the members are more securely 
inseparably bound together in 
friendship than they are in the 
teeners, and there isn’t a man o1 
entire roster who doesn’t look on ‘ie 
association as a permanent, liv ig 
memorial to Jay Perrin. The fan ‘ly 
name, incidentally, is still in © yi- 
dence, for Jay’s son Jack is now :. 1d 
has been for some time a full fledged 
Nineteener, and a fine one, too, car- 
rying on “like one to the maniuer 
born.” We’d just like to say to Jack 
in conclusion that if his dad had 
left him nothing but the stack of 
friends he garnered in and through 
Nineteeners, it would still have 
been a mighty rich inheritance. 


Bits of This and That 


By way of last minute round- 
up, we note that Frank Morgan 
is again definitely back on the 
California petroleum midway 
and looking sharp as a hound’s 
tooth. In a rash moment we sat 
in on a lunchtime domino joust 
the other day, paired with Art 
White against Ed Hochuli and 
Jerry Fisher. Note that this is 
three flying horsemen and one 
total stranger. We are still won- 
dering if the three of them di- 
vided up the loot when they 
got back to their office. The Pe- 
troleum Club Del Mar Day is 
going to be an affair of major 
proportions and if the pari-mu- 
tuel machines don’t take a hor- 
rific licking, well, that will be 
the same as last time. The next 
PPP barbecue is now definitely 
set for the GP picnic grounds 
at Tejon on September 10, and 
preparations are already under 
way for another big gathering. 


Hollister Test 
Moving Steadily 

Harry H. Magee, operator, is drill- 
ing not far below grass roots with 
its Friis No. 2 wildcat on Section 
19-12s-5e near Hollister in San Be- 
nito County. Early this year the 
operator put down No. 1 to 800 feet 
on the same section without com- 
mercial success. 
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"Owe Cardwell Model D’s 


* MODEL D IS 
RECOMMENDED 
WITH 4'2-INCH 
DRILL PIPE 
FOR DRILLING 
TO 5,000 FEET 


CARDWELL 


THIS TRADE-MARK INSURES HIGHEST 
QUALITY AT LOWEST PRICE 
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ARD PARKER COM 
SAN JACINTO BUILD, rae 
PReston 9127 
HOUSTON 2, Texas 





Noveaber 11, 1954 


Mr, 

Cardmcay cPanel] 

P. O. Box 200, 2 turing Compan 
Wichita 1, Kaneas — 
Dear Mr, Cardwell, 


For 
Conpileg your info 2 
Which wo fold Telative to no” aNd your fy 


fee] yo les, Wwe 


U Will be 4, (Peration are , 
e interested, of our two Cardweiy ag, herewith - 

Ode] "pn Rip rtain 
és, in 
sqare deliv, 

1 ered 
Compriseg oo With Lin seks panuary 


1 
he following, ~ Pipe, 2, ts and in 


accumlateg 


arty e ta number of 
Pipe and 25 wy 


.,, Our 
has drilled, With Fey Hoge "D” Rig 


Compriseg > as 
Of the following: Pipe, an ace 


In the : 
dritlegs tating of these f, 
hole was 2 totel numbe our weljs 
20 with drilj i ; 
pe 


Megliginie” @° 8Pall amos not only 
*+ Our men clogs re °f dom 
888 th 


FEATURES OF THE CARDWELL MODEL D... 


Furnished as a single- or double-drum rig, with one or two 
engines. The special Cardwell friction clutched chain trans- 
mission provides four instantly available forward speeds and 
one jaw clutched reverse to the drum and rotary table. 
Friction clutches inside the transmission case control the 
shifting of each forward speed and eliminates stopping to 
change speeds. Cardwell air friction clutches are used in 
drum ends, transmission, rotary drive and mud pump drive. 
Draw works is lightweight and compact, and moves with 
engines in place. Write or wire for full information, or see 
your nearest Cardwell representative. 


CARDWELL MFG.CO [NC 


P. O. Drawer 2001 Long Distance Telephones 128 - 129 - 130 
Cable Address: ‘ALL STEEL,’ Wichita CARDSTEEL,”’ New York 
Wichita, Kansas, U.S.A 


LEE J. LAIRD 
2222 EAST SPRING ST 
LONG BEACH 6, CALIFORNIA 
PHONE 4-4681 
After 5 P.M. & Holidays 4-1413 
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General 

While over-all drilling in the great 
reaches of the Rocky Mountain oil 
province is on a par with drilling dur- 
ing the first half of 1954, wildcat ex- 
ploration has risen 25 per cent. 

There were a total of 1892 wells 
completed in the Rockies in the first 
half of this year. This doesn’t quite 
push up to the number of wells com- 
pleted in first half of 1954. Even so, 
statisticians for Petroleum Informa- 
tion, regional oil reporting service an- 
ticipate that the total for the year 
will exceed last year’s. A project of 
figures by quarters forecast 4501 
wells. In 1954 there were 4203. 

There were 738 exploratory wells in 
the Rockies resulting in 90 discoveries. 
Last year 590 wildcats brought 83 
discoveries. 

Colorado, Wyoming and Nebraska 
were the most actively drilled states. 
The still-feverish pace in the Denver 
Julesburg Basin brought Colorado 
total to 671 wells completed, while 
Wyoming completed 370 and Nebras- 
ka came from 174 in 1954 to 330 in 
1955. For the first time in history, 
however, Wyoming dropped from first 
or second place in footage drilled. It 
was third, with Nebraska edging it out 
for second place. Wyoming, however, 
still held its traditional success ratio. 
In its 370 tries it chalked down 216 
successes, while Colorado in 671 holes 
had successes at 217. 


The Wyoming drilling figures are 
down because the inflation has been 
taken out of the drilling by the sub- 
sidence of the drilling pace along the 
Clareton trend in Weston and Niobra- 
ra Counties. In Colorado, however, 
there are few signs yet that the pace 
will slacken in the Denver Julesburg 
Basin. Although the dry hole rate is 
terrific, the drilling is quick, (a week 
or ten days to get on the sand) and 
cheap, so a vast army of independent 
operators is willing to put up money 
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for a quick and relatively inexpensive 
look. 
the drilling contractor to take an in- 


It has become customary for 





DUAL-FUEL 
ENGINES 


Natural Gas or 
Diesel Fuel 
NO MECHANICAL 
CHANGES NECESSARY 


MURPHY 
Bs 3 


Heavy duly power 
for the oil fields 





ALL TYPES OIL FIELD 
ENGINES REBUILT 
AND REPAIRED 





Industrial Engine Service 


5315 Valley Bivd. 
Los Angeles 


Phone CApitol 6176 


Glenn Rose Engine Service 


502 South Real Road 
Bakersfield 
Phone FAirview 3-6201 











terest in the hole. 

Increased exploration in central a:d 
north central Montana and a slight 
increase of development drilling in the 
Williston Basin (in anticipation of 
pipeline outlet), has been gauged in 
the Treasure State. 

A slight decrease in drilling has 
been recorded in North Dakota. The 
decrease came mainly on the east side, 
but recent discoveries in Bottineau 
County have seemingly stimulated the 
flagging interest along the eastern mar- 
gins of the great Williston Basin. 

On the production side, the Rocky 
Mountains have enjoyed the increase 
in crude production which has been 
a part of the national petroleum scene. 
A 100,000,000-barrel year is in pros- 
pect for Wyoming. 


Canada 


Two more gas discoveries have been 
reported for Alberta. Canadian Su- 
perior Oils of California and Seaboard 
Oil Co. are joint discoverers of a 
Mississippian reserve at No. 10-13 
Three Hills. It is 24 miles southwest 
of present production. A flow of 2,- 
180,000 cubic feet per day has been 
tested in the interval 5700-47 feet. 

Twenty miles southeast of gas at 
Drumheller, Socony Vacuum Oil Co. 
of Canada has reported a Viking gas 
discovery. It tested 5,200,000 cubic 
feet per day but will drill ahead to 
test lower Mississippian age forma- 
tions. 

Colorado Oil and Gas Corp., 60 per 
cent owned by Colorado Interstate 
Gas Co., has formed a wholly owned 
Canadian subsidiary, Colorado Gas 
and Oil Ltd. It will have headquar- 
ters at Calgary. The entire staff of 
Trafford and Associates, Ltd., Cana- 
dian consulting firm, has been em- 
ployed by the new company. E. Traf- 
ford has been named vice president 
and general manager of the subsidiary 
and a vice president of the parent 
company. An extensive exploration 
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FOR MORE 


INFORMATION AT 


THE BOTTOM OF YOUR WELL 


Pressure Readings Provide More Information 
= In Less Time = Than Other Methods 


sO RAT IS THE main advan- 
tage of double shut-in pressure 
readings?” That’s a question often 
asked by those who have not yet tried 
this newest method of drill stem 
testing. 

Actually there are four main ad- 
vantages of the double shut-in pres- 
sure method: 


1. Maximum formation pressure 
build-up in shortest time. 

2. Comparison of reservoir build- 
up pressures before and after test. 


8. Two separate chances to obtain 
reservoir pressure. 

4. The measuring of the true equi- 
librium pressure prior to produc- 
ing the formation provides a vir- 
gin pressure measurement and 
more accurate data. 


Perfected by Johnston Testers, 
this new technique requires only a 
simple rearrangement of the test 
tool assembly. By placing a disc 
valve above the main or hydraulic 
valve, a specified volume of air is 
trapped between these two valves. 
This volume of air is called the “air 
chamber.” 
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L200 





AMOUNT HOLE BELOW NV 


PACKER (FEET) 


VOLUME FLUID BELOW 
PACKER (B81S.) 


NOTE: 


WHEN USING DC. FOR ANCHOR 
USE 5¥2" 0.0. HEAVY ANCHOR LINE 
(ERROR WILL BE VERY SMALL) 


HOLE SIZE—INCHES 


START HERE 


FORMULA USED: 


CAP HOLE — DISMAC ANCHOR ) 9 


AMT. AIR CHAMBER (FT) ~ (s Sas ea 


As the purpose of the air chamber 
is to relieve the mud pressure 
trapped below the packer, the secret 
of success of double shut-in testing 
is accurate use of this air chamber. 
Best results have been obtained 
when volume of the air chamber is 
about 10% of the volume of mud 
below the packer. 


In the past, it has been common to 
calculate the air chamber to the 
nearest 30-foot pipe length. This lack 
of accuracy has often caused a fail- 
ure to record the maximum initial 
shut-in pressure. 

To overcome this problem, and to 
do away with complicated mathe- 
matics, Johnston has developed an 
“air chamber alignment chart.” By 
simply drawing straight lines be- 
tween known figures, the amount of 
air chamber needed can be calcu- 
lated quickly and accurately. 


The chart below shows how simple 
it actually is to use this method. 

Complete information on double 
shut-in testing is available from 
Johnston Testers, Houston, Texas. 
Write today for complete descriptive 
folder. 
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Testing tool assembly for double 
shut-in pressure readings which per- 
mits a limited fluid withdrawal. By 
placing the disc valve above the main 
or hydraulic valve so that a specified 
volume of air is trapped between 
these two valves. 


hs 


Well not capable of producing fluid 
fast enough to fill up air chamber 
and cause pressure build-up. 


fl he 


Mud did not expand enough to 
get pressure draw-down below the 
formation pressure. 
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Mud expanded and pressure draw- 
down was below the formation pres- 
sure. Well was able to flow enough 
fluid to fill up air chamber and 
build-up shut-in pressure. 








JOHNSTON TESTERS, 


first in drill stem testing 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


° CALGARY, CAN. 
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Engineered answers to 
oil well cementing 





competition 


Competition is the final answer in any field of 
activity. Competition is the dynamo that creates 
fresh new ideas, products and services. 
Competition makes oil well cementing service 
better, too. On your next job, call in the company 
that put quality competition in the business 

with its new engineered approach to cementing. 


See Advertisement on Back Cover 


makes it 
better! 


BJ SERVICE, INC. 








program has been planned for the 
coming year. The parent company 
has transferred producing properties 
in the Pembina, Joffre and Beaver- 
hill Lake areas. 

The fate of the now stalled Trans- 
Canada pipeline will be taken up at 
Cabinet level. Dominion Prime Min- 
ister St. Laurent has said that the 
Cabinet will act as soon as it has 
“concrete facts.” The possibility has 
been broached that the all-Canada fea- 
tures of the line may be shelved in- 
definitely. At dominion government 
insistence the 2500-mile line to move 
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Alberta natural gas to the eastern 
provinces was projected across the Ca- 
nadian shield north of the Great 
Lakes. Its planners would have pre- 
ferred to build south of the lakes to 
catch American markets. The added 
expense and loss of revenue by an all- 
Canadian route was the financial shoal 
upon which the project has foundered. 
There are signs that the dominion 
will relent in its demand for the all- 
Canadian route until “markets have 
developed to a certain percentage.” 
This may clear the field for a modi- 
fied project by which Trans-Canada 


would pipe Alberta gas to the Tv 
Cities and Chicago areas and buy b: 
the equivalent at Niagrara for dis‘ 
bution in eastern Canada. 

A condensate discovery is being h 
alded in western Alberta as one 
the year’s most significant. Canadi 
Fina Oil, Ltd., has recovered cond 
sate from the D-3 Devonian at © ; 
Windfall wildcat, 110 miles northw: ; 
of Edmonton. Gas flowed at the re 
of 3,040,000 cubic feet per day wi! 
a clean recovery of 540 feet of con 
densate. The position on a straig’it 
line drawn between burgeoning pro- 
duction at Pembina and established 
production at Sturgeon Lake has in- 
triguing possibilities. The new discov- 
ery is well situated for pipelines. It is 
north of the Trans-Mountain line and 
not far east of a spur to Sturgeon 
Lake. 


Montana 

A discovery whose impact 
equal that of the discovery of the 
Williston Basin has been made in 
North central Montana. Union Oil Co. 
has recovered substantial amounts of 
both gas and distillate from the Madi- 
son limestone at No. 1 Morning Gun, 
Glacier County. The discovery has ac- 
celerated an already. awakened ex- 
ploration interest in the disturbed belt 
which crosses the international bound- 
ary. The Union discovery is 65 miles 
south of the great Canadian gas re- 
serve at Pincher Creek. On a test in 
the Madison intervals 8962-92 and 
8998-9009 feet the gas flow was 6,000,- 
000 cubic feet per day and 52 barrels 
of distillate. The areas opened for 
exploration by the discovery extends 
north from northern Lewis and Clark 
County along the mountain front. Un- 
ion is drilling at a second wildcat 12 
miles south of the apparent discovery. 

Western Oils will re-cement casing 
at No. 2 Bills, Pondera County, appar- 
ent Sunburst discovery. The test has 
been drilled in the same section at No. 
1 Bills, a Sun River dolomite discov- 
ery whose production has declined 
rapidly. On initial tests the No. 2 
recovered 3,000,000 to 5,000,000 feet 
of gas and some oil. It is believed 
that the gas is coming from the gas 
cap through channeling behind the 
casing. A 25-foot gas zone and an 
eight-foot oil section has been re- 
ported. The wildcat is 10 miles west 
of the Pondera field: 

Atlantic Refining Co. has run cas- 


may 
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©»: location for Durham Drilling 
 Co., West Texas—this Super r. 

7-i1 rig has three LRZBU 

Waukesha Gas 

Power Units. 


WAUKESHA powers 
this IDECO Super 7-11 


1250 hp input (nominal) — for low-cost drilling 
to 12000-ft. with 41/-in. pipe 


SUPER POWER for this Super 7-11 rig! Three Waukesha LRZBU Big Gas 
Units, each capable of 550 max. hp at 1200 rpm—transmit power smoothly 
through disconnecting fluid couplings to the sectionalized compound. Chain 
and gear transmission, with six forward and two reverse speeds to the main 
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drum and three forward and one reverse to the catheads, rotary and sand 
line drum, give a range of speed and torque to meet all drilling conditions. 
Completely air controlled. The Waukesha LRZBU—6-cyl., 9%-in. x 8Y2-in., 
3520 cu. in—has a 7-bearing 5'2-in. counterbalanced crankshaft and 
aluminum pistons; renewable, wet cylinder sleeves; Stellite-faced exhaust 
valves with Stellite seats; full pressure oiling; precision bearings; full flow oil 
cooler; many other modern design features; all described in Bulletin 1481. 








WAUKESHA MOTOR COMPANY 
WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 
New York e Tulsa e Los Angeles 
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Select Your JENSEN JACK 
From (2 Sizes 


Whether your wells are shallow or deep tests, there’s a JENSEN 
JACK available to do the job better, without waste of power 


or capacity. 


From less than one horsepower to more than 52 horsepower 
in 12 different sizes and 22 gear reducer combinations—and 
each JENSEN JACK a precision machine, field-proven and 
backed by more than 35 years’ experience. 


Stocked by: 


ROBERT S. MOORE SUPPLY CO. 
2852 Cherry Avenue 
Long Beach 6, Calif. 

Ph. LB 4-3058 


LOVELADY SUPPLY CO. 

3301 Cherry Avenue 

Long Beach 7, Calif. 
Ph. LB 40-5429 


PETROLEUM SUPPLY CO., INC. 
Fresno Highway 
Bakersfield, Calif. 

Ph. FAirview 2-2413 


JENSEN BROS. MFG. CO., INC. 
Coffeyville, Kansas, U.S.A. 


Export Office: 
25 Broad Street, New York City 





ing to test the apparent discovery at 
Wolf Springs, Yellowstone County. 
The test was taken to total depth 
8440 feet in the Ordovician, which 
was dry. The testing will be in the 
Amsden dolomite interval where a 
test 6110-25 feet flowed oil in 15 min- 


utes. The rate has not been disclosed 
but it is thought to be considerable. 
The discovery is rated as one of 
prime importance in this rank wildcat 
area. It is south of Northwest Su- 
matra, the most actively drilled field 
in central Montana. 

In ‘the matter of new exploratioa 
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British-American Oil Producing Co. 
will drill a 10,000-foot Madison test 
in southern central Montana. It is 
No. 1 State, Clarks Fork, Carbon 
County. J. Ray McDermott found oil 
at the nearby No. 1 Govt., in the basal 
Frontier late in 1954. 


North Dakota 


Pure Oil Co. has taken over a Mor- 
ton County dry hole. It will test the 
Pennsylvanian at No. 1 Gangel aban- 
doned by Deep Rock Oil Co. in 1953. 
Muddy and Mississippian cores failed 
to show commercial production. Pure 


will test the Minnelusa which proc ces 
at Belfield area of Stark County 

is apparently productive at the  ry- 
burg field in Billings County. — 


Wyoming 


Exploration in Wyoming seen 
approach a mid-summer climax. 
one basin or area has received . re- 
dominant attention so far this \ ar, 
What emphasis can be detecte: is 
scattered through the eastern \\ :nd 
River Basin where there have | ven 
three discoveries recently. 

The most recent is a new pay zone 
discovery at Pure Oil Co.’s West )oi- 
son Spider Unit, 35 miles west of Cas- 
per. The No. 2 Unit was deepened 
to find 43 gravity oil in a sand sec- 
tion of the Cody shale between 10,145- 
75 feet. The Cody shale is a very 
thick section in the Wind River and 
Big Horn Basins. This sand member 
produces at Steamboat Butte to the 
west in Fremont County but is not 
otherwise generally productive in Wy- 
oming. The No. 1 Unit at West Poi- 
son Spider, a Frontier discovery, was 
for a few months in 1948 the world’s 
deepest producer. 

Houston Oil Co. has recently com- 
pleted two discoveries at the Clark 
Ranch Unit, Natrona County, and is 
waiting on orders at the third. Both 
completions have been discoveries in 
their own right. After extensive test- 
ing the No. 1 Unit was completed for 
a pump gauge of 115 barrels per day 
of 14.5 gravity oil. The Tensleep was 
the horizon. The Tensleep was water 
wet at the southwest confirmation but 
the Triassic age Curtis sand member 
of the Chugwater, higher in the col- 
umn, has been identified as the produc- 
ing interval there. It flowed 90 barrels 
of 35 gravity oil per day. 

Development continues in Goshen 
County which had its first producer 
this January. The main development 
centers around the municipal airport 
south of the county seat at Torring- 
ton. This production is in the north- 
western corner of the Denver Jules- 
burg Basin well removed from the 
principal centers of activity to the 
east and south. 

Another area of production in the 
Wyoming portion of this basin has 
been indicated in extreme southeast- 
ern Laramie County, which would be 
the extreme southeastern corner of 
the state. Near Pinebluffs Charles C. 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 





Was 


ld's 


mn- 
ark 
1 is 
oth 
ain 
est- 
for 
day 
was 
iter 
but 
ber 
col- 
luc- 
rels 


hen 
cer 
ent 
ort 
ng- 
rth- 
les- 
the 
the 


the 
has 
ast- 
be 
of 


.® 


RLD 


: BEE. 





aaa eae =lilusA 
“Re WG AZ SNS 4 $i lA ” 


# 


Super ‘'38" Double Drum Winch—Power Take-off mounted—with Super 65 foot Mast 


tHE NEW 


WILSON HEAVY DUTY TRUCK 


POWER TAKE-OFF 


Designed especially for use on large trucks to carry 
full engine power to Oil Well Servicing Winches, this 
PTO" is the finest of its kind. 


Mounted directly in the drive shaft system of the truck, 
it turns the drive at a right angle and reduces the speed 
by one half, in a spiral bevel gear drive that is perfectly 
noiseless. A multiple width roller chain drive then trans- 
mits the power upward to a point above the truck frame. 
Here an extension drive shaft, equipped with gear-type 
clutch, carries the power outward to an oil bath chain 
drive which then carries the power to the winch counter- 
shaft. A gear clutch is provided in the main drive shaft 
to disengage the truck wheels when desired. All parts. 
are enclosed and run in oil bath. 


All drive system parts are extra heavy, heat-treated alloy 
steel, and run on extra large precision anti-friction bear- 
ings. The case is welded heavy plate steel with a three- 
point suspension in the truck frame. This Heavy Duty PTO 
weighs about 1200 pounds complete but will save several 
thousand pounds of extra engine and transmission weight. 
It also makes possible a complete well servicing unit within 
legal weights, that would not be possible with separate 
engine and transmission or converter. 


SPECIFICATIONS FOR 
SUPER “38” WILSON WINCH 


Main Drum Sand Line Drum 
Drum Barrel Dia. & Length 1234” x 35” 123%,” x 35” 
Brake Ring Dia. & Width 38” x 8” 368 x: GF 
Flange Diameter 42” 42” 


Spooling Capacity 11,600’ 11,600’ 
9/16” line 


Number of Speeds 
High Speed Ist layer 


Low Speed Ist layer 125 


MAST SPECIFICATIONS 


@ Can be mounted on either truck or trailer 
© Built of finest ““Manten" Angle Steel © Four 
Roller bearing sheave crown block © Unique 
crown assures straight block fall © Positive 
locking device controlled from ground @ Safety 
Latch so mast cannot drop over four inches 
© Requires no additional guy lines © Hydrau- 
lic raising to vertical, lines to telescope upper 
section © Pipe racking platform automatically 
raised into position when upper section raised 
© Rod Basket built into mast for folding out 
© Meets all safety requirements © Road width 
of less than 8 feet © Meets highway require- 
ments of length, width and height ¢@ Mast 
capacity. 140,000 Ibs.; hook load 4 lines. 


The FIRST NAME in OIL FIELD WINCHES 


Power Rig & EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 


POWER RIG 
EQUIPMENT 


3001 Cherry Avenue e Long Beach 7, California 


Phone 407-935 or ZEnith 3851 


EXCLUSIVE WEST COAST DISTRIBUTOR OF WILSON MANUFACTURING COMPARY, INC. 


Bakersfield Office: 3910 Pierce Rd.—Phone FAirview 5-9436 
Ventura Office: 1254 No. Ventura Ave.—Phone Miller 39946 





Gross, Jr., is testing at No. 1 Gross- 
Wilkinson. It has flowed 40 barrels 
per hour from the J sand. 


The Muddy sand, undergoing re- 
evaluation in the Big Horn Basin, 
has flowed 10,000,000 cubic feet per 
day for Mobil Producing Co. at No. 
14-12 G, Manderson, Big Horn Coun- 
ty. It also flowed 54 gravity oil at 
the rate of 14 barrels per hour. The 
test was a work-over at a previous 
dry hole in the Manderson field. A 
re-evaluation of the Muddy sand has 
been underway in this basin, which 
produces about one-half of Wyom- 
ing production generally from pre- 
Cretaceous age zones, since the dis- 
covery of gas and oil in the Muddy 
sand at the L. J. Peterson No. 5 Wy- 
col Govt. in the South Manderson 
field. 


Nebraska 


Morrill County’s second area of pro- 
duction has been indicated. Superior 
Oil Co. has recovered 3200 feet of 
oil in the J sand at No. 68-19 Olesen. 
It is the second hole drilled here by 
Superior. The first was a_ failure. 


The apparent discovery is three miles 
east of Kenmac field in Banner Coun- 
ty and six and one-half miles north- 
west of the Juelfs field in Cheyenne 
County. Morrill’s previous production 
is 12 miles east at Hart field. 


Colorado 


Casing has been set at the most 
southwesterly producer in the Denver 
Juiesburg Basin. Cortez Drilling Co. 
and Jeff Hawks set the casing at No. 
2 Flader, Adams County, after recov- 
ery of 2900 feet of oil in the D sand. 
The wildcat is in an area of little 
previous drilling. The No. 1 Flader 
was dry. Operators are drilling at 
No. 3 Flader. The locale is 10 miles 
southeast of the Leader field and 12 
miles northeast of the town of Byers. 

Great Basins Petroleum Co. and 
Sorrelle have abandoned their Soda 
Lake extension, Jefferson County. 
Their No. 1 Pallaoro was drilled as a 
confirmation to S. D. Johnson’s No. 1 
Pallaoro, a Timpas discovery. The 
well, drilled almost directly against 
the mountain front, was completed 
early this year for a pump gauge of 


100 barrels per day. 

In its first hole the recently fo: 
Rocket Drilling Co. has recovere 
at No. 1 Timpe, Morgan County. 
recovery was 4630 feet from th 
There were no shows in the J s 
The apparent discovery is four n 
northwest of Gary field and abou: 
same distance from the big fiel 
Adena. 

California Co. has completed its 
new Lyons discovery. The No. 1 P:d 
dy, Pierce, Weld County, four m/e 
northeast of the Denver Julesburg !'a- 
sin’s only other pre-Cretaceous pro- 
duction pumped 317 barrels. Comple- 
tion was made in the Lyons, Permian 
age, interval 9201-10 feet. A consid- 
erable section below this cored sat- 
urated sand but no further tests have 
been reported. One mile north of 
Black Hollow, where California first 
discovered Lyons production, Califor- 
nia is drilling at a new wildcat. 


bs) 


Four miles south James P. Sloss 
and Brinkerhoff Drilling have aban- 
doned No. 1 Nashland in the Lyons. 
There was a small show reported in 
the Entrada. 





TAHITI 


HAWAII 
Acapulco 


Days of cruising aboard a 
luxurious palace yacht, ‘for those 


48 


who wish the best’ 
Four sailings yearly 





for 





April Ist, June Ist 
August Ist, Oct. Ist 














arty ACAPULCO) == | 


MEXICO CRUISE 


Deporture from Los Angeles Harbor EVERY OTHER SATURDAY. 


Hotel 
CALETA 





‘OLYMPIC GAME'CRUISE 


ust S 


YES! You may send me the 
CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 


one year, 


enclose $1.00. 


which | 


for 


Special 7 MELBOURN, 
Months cruise, visit Honolulu 
Samoa,Fiji, New Caladonia, 
Sydney, Auckland ,Tahiti. 


Seats for Olympic games arranged 
Limit 36 passengers, now booking, Sailing Oct,1,1956 








For Reservations 


LOS ANGELES 


5422 LEMON GROVE HO 91450 








Position 


Check branch 


engaged in Producing Refining Natural Gasoline 


Marketing Manufacturing..... 


Subscriptions accepted only from persons actively 
connected with the oil industry. 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 
2404 W. 7th St., Los Angeles 57, Calif. 
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etnlehem Power Pumps 


Corvice 


Tp-3 


(triplex, 


The pumps are available 


in the following sizes and types: 


Model 
U-33 
TP-3 
U-46 
U-510 





Type 
Duplex 
Triplex 
Duplex 
Duplex 





Input 
Hp 
8 
18 
24 
100 





Bore & Stroke 
1% to3x3 
1% to 244 x3 
2%2to4xd 
3 to 5% x10 





Whenever you need a pump for gathering or pipe-line 
work, general servite around a rig or lease, salt-water 
handling or disposal, refinery or terminal service, Beth- 
lehem can meet your requirements. From Bethlehem’s 
expanded line of duplex and triplex power pumps, you 
can select exactly the right unit to handle the fluid you 
wish to move. 

Outstanding features of these general-service pumps 

include: 

@ Positive lubrication throughout the power end over 
the full speed range. 

@ An adequate choice of fluid ends, with the proper 
trim for each selection. 

@ Rugged power ends of high-strength alloy iron to 
withstand the full-load rating of the pump under 
24-hour service. 

e Adaptability of the entire line to speed-changer drive 
applications. 

For further information, we suggest you phone or write 

our nearest office. We will be glad to supply complete 

details, and to recommend precisely the proper pump 
for the kind of job you have in mind. 


BETHLEHEM SUPPLY COMPANY 


General Offices: 21 E. Second St., Tulsa, Okla. 
West Coast Headquarters: Los Angeles, Calif. 


Export Distributor: Bethlehem Steel Export Corporation 
25 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


BETHLEHEM SUPPLY 








Kettleman Test 
Interesting Well 

In the starting stage is Artnell Oil 
& Gas Company’s No. 81-X wildcat 
on Section 14-21s-16e at Northwest 
Kettleman Hills in Fresno County. 
Targets include the Leda sand, around 
9500 feet, and possibly the Gatchell 
zone down 12,000 feet or approxi- 
mately. Companies with acreage fram- 
ing the wildcat are Honolulu Oil Cor- 
poration, Norris Oil Company and 
MJM & M Oil Company. Federal Oil 
Company’s Noble No. 24 test on Sec- 
tion 10-15s-17e in the Raisin City 
area is on production for 150 barrels 
of 30 gravity oil, cutting 1 per cent 
through a 10/64-inch orifice. Total 


depth is 6400 feet. Rusty Walters 
Drilling Company guided the well to 
success. J. Knudson was engineer. 
Southeast of Burrel, The Texas Com- 
pany’s Burrel Ranch NCT-1 No. 2 on 
Section 12-17s-18e came to naught at 
7591 feet and was abandoned. Mac- 
rate Oil Company and G. Everett Mil- 
ler are several hundred feet below 
grass roots with their wildcat venture 
on Section 24-17s-15e on the Turk 
Anticline. Chiefly in mind is Gatchell 
sand production at this location. In 
the Jacalitos Creek sector, C. & T. 
Roberts 
No. 2 explorer on Section 10-22s-14e 


Transportation Company’s 


is digging under 2100 feet. 








PALCOTAN 


NOW -— After five years of research and 
development, this chemical product, 
manufactured by the Pacific Lumber 
Company and derived from California 
redwood trees, is available as a more 
economical and more efficient viscosity 
and gel strength additive for your drill- 
: ing mud. 





BROWN MUD COMPANY 


MAGCOBAR DEALER 


DIXON 
RIO VISTA 4-0813 


VENTURA 
Miller 3-8168 
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BAKERSFIELD 
FAirview 2-6410 


LOS ANGELES 
WEbster 3-5618 


Simmler Wildcat 
Project Under Way 

Under way in the Simmler area 
of San Luis Obispo County is Shell 
Oil Company’s Stauffer No. 41-24 
wildcat test on Section 24-29s-17e. The 
drill site is northwest of a deep test 
put down by the company some years 
ago on the McDonald estate, which 
brought to light high gravity crude oil 
from beneath the 8000-foot level. 
However, what showed failed to live 
up to commercial standards on con- 
ventional tests. On Section 19-25s-14e 
in the Estrella area, Standard’s Ruth 
Hillman No. 45-19 wildcat has faded 
out at 7395 feet. The Texas Com- 
pany’s No. 2 wildcat on the Com- 
matti Ranch is well below 1500 feet. 
It is on Section 29-27s-16e. The Dan- 
iel Fisher, Operator, Heilman No. 1 
at this writing is still a wildcat loca- 
tion on Section 11-28s-12e, at Atas- 
cadero. In the South Cuyama area, 
C. W. Colgrove’s Russell No. 12-18 
on Section 18-10n-25w is digging at 
2900 feet. 
Greeley Well 
Moving Ahead 

Redrilling operations with Atlantic 
Oil Company’s KCL No. 73-20 test 
on Section 20-29s-26e in the Greeley 
sector have reached 7000 feet. The 
hole was taken first to 8500 feet be- 
fore it was plugged and whipstock set 
for a new start at 5262 feet. On Sec- 
tion 18-29s-26e, the O. M. Slosson, 
Operator, Norris et al KCL No. 1 
wildcat continues to dig deeper at 


7700 feet. 


Moffat Test 
Goes Off Board 

.At Moffat in Madera County, Trico 
Oil & Gas Company’s Strathearn No. 
1 wildcat on Section 19-11s-15e has 
been written off at 3842 feet. On 
formation test of the interval of 3832 
feet and bottom salt water was re- 
covered. The project topped the Do- 
mengine at 3833 feet. 
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M. dway-Sunset 
VW ildcat Listed 

Oceanic Oil Company is preparing 
to iake down its CWOD No. 2-6 wild- 
cat on Section 2-32s-23e and about 
a inile southwest of Fellows in the 
Midway-Sunset area. Chances are the 
project will go to close to 5000 feet. 
It is only 900 feet south of a well 
drilled by the company last fall to 
an unproductive 4815 feet. The com- 
pany’s CWOD No. D-37 explorer on 
Section 7-32s-23e is digging under 12,- 
000 feet with Eocene sand the prime 
objective. The well as of now quali- 
fies as the deepest test ever put down 
at Midway-Sunset and it would not 
be surprising that before the search 
is wound up 15,000 or more feet is 
logged. 


Vallecitos Area 
Work Expanding 


Long & Hedges’ H & H No. 2 on 
Section 5-17s-1le at Vallecitos in San 
senito County, a followup to an im- 
portant discovery, is digging under 
4000 feet, with Gober Drilling Com- 
pany doing the work on contract. Shell 
Oil Company is not far behind with 
its Shell-Artnell F & L No. 43-5 on 
the same section. In addition to prop- 
erty held by the Long and Hedges’ 
interests, a number of other operators 
have acreage in the area, including 
Sunray Mid-Continent, Roland 
Schoettler, Lee Gibson, Dunlap & 
Graham, Gene Reid Drilling Company, 
Lee Armstrong and Julius Friedman. 
In order to adequately accommodate 
the community growing at the new 
Vallecitos field, a firm known as the 
M. J. Corporation is putting up bunk- 
houses, recreation center, commissary 
and two 2500-foot airstrips for planes. 
The M J in the corporation banner 
honors the late Mary Jane Ashurst, 
whose family owned land for nearly 
a century in the area and the scene 
of the new oil discovery. On_ the 
Ciervo Anticline, the W. W. Holmes, 
Operator, Standard-McCray No. 2 
on Section 25-16s-lle is idle at 1723 
teet. 


Cymric Test 
Oil Failure 

Superior Oil Company’s Anderson 
No. 15-21 wildcat on Section 21-29s- 
2le in the Cymric sector of Kern 
County came to the end at a total 
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depth of 4619 feet without commer- 
cial shows. The Kreyenhagen was 
topped at 4550 feet. 


Buena Vista 
Test Listed 


Only days away from starting the 
drill is Union Oil Company’s Waite 
No. 63-16 wildcat on Section 16-31s- 
23e in the north Buena Vista Hills 
or about one mile and one-half north- 
west of production. On Section 22- 
32s-24e in the Buena Vista area, Ja- 
cobson-Vista Grande, Ltd., Vista 
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A Department of 


EARL M. PRICE 
AND COMPANY 


Makers of fine blueprints for 
the oil industry since 1927. 


NOW COLLECTING logs of 
Central & Northern California 
wells (Kern & Santa Barbara 
Counties up), also Nevada, 
Oregon & Washington. 


OPERATORS Have Choice of 
releasing logs through us to 
all customers, or to those on 
a stipulated list, or they may 
require that approval be ob- 
tained in individual cases. 
When desired, we furnish op- 
erator a monthly list of logs 
of his wells we have printed, 
& buyers. 


TELL US YOUR NEEDS. We 
solicit your logs, but only with 
signed permission to print and 
sell copies. 


1600 G St., Bakersfield 
Phone FA—4-4511 














Grande No. 1 wildcat is drilling at 
6600 feet. 


San Gabriel 


Drilling Asked 


An application has been filed by 
Loren A. Davis of La Canada with 
the Los Angeles Planning Commis- 
sion for the necessary permit to deep- 
en an abandoned well several hundred 
feet southeast of Walnut Grove ave- 
nue on the northeast side of San Ga- 
briel boulevard in South San Gabriel. 


Moreno Explorer 


Drilling Stopped 
Riverside Exploration Company's 


Reid No. 1 exploratory hole on Sec- 
tion 36-2s-3w in the North Moreno 
area of Riverside County is still ac- 
tive at 1479 feet. Although there 
has been no official advice on the sub- 
ject, it appears that the project will 
be abandoned. 


Placerita 
Adds Well 

Crestmont Oil Company has com- 
pleted its York No. 23 well on Section 
6-3n-15w in the Newhall-Placerita 
field at 1300 feet and pumping at the 
rate of 40 barrels of 12 gravity oil 
a day. York No. 24 on the section 
is drilling at an intermediate stage. 


Travis Wildcat 
Goes Off Board 

With 11 drili collars left in the 
hole, Shell Oil Company’s Shell-Krae- 
mer No. 3 wildcat on Section 25-3s- 
9w in the Travis area of Orange 
County has been abandoned at 4670 
feet. Northeast of Yorba Linda, the 
company’s Olinda Fee 4 No. 25-14 
test on Section 14-3s-9w is near 8000 
feet. 


Dominguez 
Well Finaled 

In the Dominguez field, Union Oil 
Company has put on production at 
7100 feet its Hellman No. 70 on Sec- 
tion 28-3s-13w for 182 barrels of 26.2 
gravity oil a day, cutting initially about 
50 per cent. Gas yield was given as 
119,000 cubic feet daily. On section 
33, Callender No. 134 is drilling at 
1000 feet. 
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Simplicity and Compaciness... 


BAASH-ROSS ‘“‘UPS’’ CASING 


AND LANDING HEADS 





Available in complete range 
of sizes. Also in Demount- 
able Flange design for added 
economies on multiple well 
installations. 





= Ideal for Medium 
: j and Low Pressure Wells 





> Slips and Packing unitized and hinged. 
> Easy installation without first cutting 


casing or stripping. 


> Uniform slip support by unitized design. 
> Packed off by gland bolts for 


effective seal. 


> No wasted space means minimum 


overall height. 


BAASH-ROSS TOOL COMPANY 
DIVISION OF JOY MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

Los Angeles, Calif. « Houston, Texas « Odessa, Texas ¢ Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Casper, Wyo. « Olney, Ill. « Edmonton, Alb., Canada « New York City 


Tulare County 
Wildcat Staked 

Near Allensworth in Tulare County, 
Geochemical Surveys is about to start 
the drill in its Covey No. 77-9 wild- 
cat on Section 9-24s-24e. The derrick 
stands about one mile west of the 
company’s Bendetti No. 77-10, which 
was taken down to 7238 feet and aban- 
doned in July of 1954. On formation 
test of 4653-4683 feet in the previous 
well recovering was composed of 
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slightly gas-cut drilling fluid. The Ol- 
cese was topped at 7080 feet. Gene 
Reid Drilling Company has the con- 
tract on the present test and is sched- 
uled to go 6000 feet or thereabouts. 
Tom Fitzgerald is handling the en- 
gineering. Current tests in the Deer 
Creek area include General Resources 
Corporation’s Hancock No. 1 on Sec- 
tion 33, and Gas Oil Leasing Develop- 
ment Company’s Norwood Rancho 
No. 1 on Section 35-22s-27e. 





Antelope Hills 
Wildcat Working 


Some 330 feet north and west fr 
the east quarter corner of Seci 4 
5-28s-20e in the Antelope Hills « 
of Kern County, Edward Nepp. s 
Nepple-Custodian No. 5-84 test 65 
moving ahead under 1000 feet. C . 
tractor is Barnes Core Drilling Cc :i- 
pany. 

Race Track Hill 
Wildcat Abandoned 

A total depth of 705 feet marked 
abandonment of the Richard s. 
Rheem, Operator, SP No. 6-8 on Sec- 
tion 25-29s-29e in the Race Track 
Hill sector of Kern County. In tie 
Pattiway area, Allison & Prestridge 
has suspended drilling at 3149 feet 
with Hudson et al No. 1 test on Sec- 
tion 27-10n-34w. 





McDonald Island 
Explorer Tabled 

Following a final check with electric 
log and dipmeter, Arcady Oil Com- 
pany has pulled out at 5350 feet from 
its Silva No. 1 project on Section 
9-1n-5e in the McDonald Island area, 
San Joaquin County. 





Famosa Wildcat 
Put In Motion 

On a wide spread of ground at Fa- 
mosa in Kern County, Moriqui Ex- 
ploration Company has launched its 
KCL No. 87-25 on Section 25-26s-25e. 
Famosa roughly is 20 miles north of 
Bakersfield and on highway 99. Infor- 
mation at hand indicates that the ven- 
ture is bent on taking a look at the 
Vedder and Famosa zones. Engineer- 
ing matters are the concern of Easton 
& Sacre. 





Lerdo Wildcat 
Drilling Ahead 

In Kern County’s Lerdo area, J. G. 
Dyer’s J. G. Dyer-Lerdo No. 1 ex- 
ploratory well is making hole below 
3000 feet, with Brown Drilling Com- 
pany handling the chores. The well is 
one and one-half miles southwest of 
Union Oil Company’s Lerdo Lands 
No. 55-4, which gave up the search 
for new oil at 5700 feet back in 1948. 
Approximately the same _ distance 
southeast, Standard Oil of California’s 
KCL No. 22-16 quit last June at 9100 
feet. 
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Py-amid Hills 
Well Keeps Going 

Drilling at last reports had reached 
3500 feet with Drilling & Production 
Company’s Avenal No. 88-18 wildcat 
on Section 18-24s-18e in the Pyra- 
mid Hills, Kings County. Albercalif 
Petroleum, Ltd. is pump testing its 
Hanford No. 1 test on Section 36-18s- 
22e at Hanford. Original bottom is 
5404 feet and redrilled depth 5350 
feet. Middle Dome Corporation’s No. 
38-19V test on Section 19-23s-19e at 
Kettleman Hills Middle Dome is down 
approximately 13,000 feet. A core 
barrel fish has somewhat delayed 
activity. 
Ant Hill Test 
Location Staked 

One-half mile west of Ant Hill 
field production, Standard Oil of Cali- 
fornia has staked location for its No. 
32-21 wildcat on Section 21-29s-29e, 
Kern County. The Company’s 
UONPR 1 No. 37-30R Elk Hills ex- 
tension test on Section 30-30s-23e is 
drilling ahead below 2500 _ feet. 
UONPR 1 No. 556-25R on Section 
25-30s-23e came in recently at 8376 
feet for 710 barrels daily. 


Imperial County 
Wildcatting Listed 

Imperial County is in line for new 
exploratory drilling under the banner 
of William J. Stava of Arcadia. He 
has staked his Mesa No. 1 on Section 
5-17s-18e or 16 miles southeast of 
the town of Holtville. Location also 
is 12 miles in the same direction from 
The Texas Company’s Grupe Enge- 
bretson No. 1, which was drilled to 
12,313 feet and abandoned in Au- 
gust of 1945. This test of yesteryear 
picked up nothing in the way of oil 
and gas shows of importance. 





Cascade-Aliso 
Wildcat Quits 

After redrilling to 3005 feet and 
running electric log, Intex Oil Com- 
pany decided to pull out of its T. [. 
&T. No. 1 wildcat on Section 19-3n- 
iSw in the Cascade-Aliso area, where 
: couple of years ago the Teater-Wad- 
‘ey organization found new oil. The 
‘ntex project was carried originally 
» 3155 feet. Teater-Wadley is pre- 
aring to drill No. 4 on Section 
)-3n-l6w. 
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NEW 502 


NO. 504...easyto Today, craftsmen demand more from pipe 
set-up...fasttouse tools, They buy tools based on perform- 
...- precision made sia 

l , gives perfect ance... accuracy... dependability... and 
threadseverytime. long service life. That’s why RIZAID Tools 


are number ONE in demand. 


SPECIFY THE RIFAID “502” 
for use on any power drive. Single set of 
self-contained dies adjusts quickly to 2” 


NO. 4P nes and %” pipe... regardless of position of 
-— + ge ge quick opening lever. 


4” pipe with four : 

sets (5 each) of dies. SPECIFY THE RILAID "504" 

for use on any power drive. One set of full 
width dies adjusts to 1”, 1%", 12" or 2”. 
Quick-opening dies retract immediately 
while power drive is operating .. . elimi- 
nates slow back-off. Four-jaw work-holder 


NO. 65R forperfect sets to size instantly...no lead screw jam. 
threading by hand 
or with power... 
for use on 1’'to 2” 
pipe... jam-proof. 
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Small Ratchet 


threaders capacity UAV V[o) U@S-7.\ 44. Midd cele) og 
pa at ————————EE "®) 
GE TOOL COMPANY + 530 CLARK STREET + ELYRIA, OHI 
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Whittier Test 
Listed By Shell 


Shell Oil Company is preparing to 


drill its Hillside No. 1 on Section 
22-2s-llw, a westerly extension test 
of the Whittier field. At nearby Ride- 
out Heights, Aeco Corporation is plan- 
ning to drill its Rideout Community 
No. 1 on Section 17-2s-1lw. On Sec- 
tion 18-2s-12w and near the intersec- 
tion of Washington boulevard and 
Dennis avenue, Aeco has _ location 
staked for a 6500-foot test. It is 
about 1600 feet west from Bandini 
production. 


Boyle Heights 
Test Scheduled 

Target depth of Richfield Oil Cor- 
poration’s forthcoming Boyle Indus- 
trial No. 1 test on Section 35-1s-l3w 
at Boyle Heights will be in the neigh- 
borhood of 6000 feet. At East Los 
Angeles, Patrick A. Doheny’s No. 1 
well on Section 21-2s-12w is drilling 
at 7100 feet. 


Maywood Test 
Drilling Ahead 

Standard’s CWOD No. 1 wildcat 
on Section 17-2s-12w in the Maywood 
area as this is jotted down is drill- 
ing well under 9000 feet. The sur- 
face location is about 1250 feet south 
of General Exploration’s CWOD No. 
2-A, a successful field extender, and 
2800 feet southeast of the same com- 
pany’ss CWOD No. 1 Bandini field 
discovery well. 


Beverly Field 
Well Drilling 

Having successfully completed its 
Twentieth Century Fox No. 6 well in 
the Beverly field as a possible new 
fault block discovery, Universal Con- 
solidated Oil Company has spudded-in 
No. 7 on Section 25-1s-15w. The well 
at last reports was working below 
2500 feet. No. 6 was taken to a total 
depth of 7903 feet and came in for 
650 barrels of 40 gravity oil a day 
along with 2,000,000 cubic feet of gas 
daily. In use was an 18/64-inch choke. 
The 7000-foot zone open in several 
wells completed previously by Univer- 
sal Consolidated in the field is above 
the present producing horizon and is 
behind pipe in No. 6. Sun Drilling 
Company is the contract driller on 
the studio lot development program. 


Page 30 





Sunset Beach 
Well Staked 

Aeco Corporation is preparing to 
drill its Grubbs Community No. 1 
well on Section 20-5s-l1lw and near 
the intersection of Milo and Green 
streets at Sunset Beach in Orange 
County. The company announced 
plans for drilling three new wells in 
the proved sector of the Wilmington 
area. It was explained that remedial 
work on company wells in both the 
Harbor and North Wilmington sectors 
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COOLER 


Fresh, pure Arrowhead 
and Puritas Waters now 
delivered in oil field 
and refining areas... 





Your men will feel better and 
work better with fresh, pure 
drinking water. Arrowhead and 
Puritas Waters are delivered in 
5-gallon bottles, and coolers are 
loaned to regular users. Look 
under ‘‘Water” in your local 
telephone directory and order a 
supply today. 


Arrowhead. 
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Playa Del Rey 
Wildcat Testing 

The latest word from Edwin s\, 
Pauley and Donald Frankel’s Kia on 
et al No. 2 wildcat well at Playa del 
Rey was that pump testing was in 
progress. Some weeks ago all sins 
pointed to the opening of new oil 
with the well, which on complet:on 
put out 253 barrels of oil through 
various sized beans during the first 
nine hours. However, initial yield was 
not maintained and on July 3 the out- 
put turned to all water. The project 
is bottomed at 7470 feet and is only 
a hop, skip and a jump from the 
combine’s first wildcat venture, which 
went first to 8725 feet and then was 
redrilled to 7972 feet and redrilled a 
second time to 8420 feet. This prior 
effort failed to produce along commer- 
cial lines although promise in this 
direction was evident at several levels. 
Location is on Section 22-2s-15w and 
near the Pacific Electric right-of-way 
and Lincoln boulevard. 


Padre Canyon 
Test Drilling 

General Petroleum  Corporation’s 
Smith-Hobson No. 70 extension test 
on Section 15-3n-24w at Padre Can- 
yon in Ventura County is drilling be- 
low 1200 feet. In the Rincon field, 
Monterey Oil Company’s Hobson 
State No. 145-9 in Section 17-3n-24w 
is in from 9090 feet for an_ initial 
output of 127 barrels of 26.1 gravity 
oil in 15 hours through a restrictive 
bean. 


Casmalia Test 
Keeps Moving 

Union Oil Company’s Wesco-Mor- 
ganti No. 1 wildcat on Section 14-9n- 
35w in the Casmalia sector of Santa 
Barbara County is driling steadily 
ahead near 1800 feet. Escolle No. 
A-14 is a location on Section 28-9n- 
34w. Two Union Oil wildcats are 
about to begin drilling in Ventura 
County. They are Camulos Ranch 
No. 1 on Section 22-4n-18w at Piru, 
and Simi No. 28 on Section 12-3n-18w 
in the South Tapo area. 
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HELP WANTED 


PETROLEUM SAFETY 
ENGINEERS 


A career employment oppor- 
tunity in State civil service 
with Division of Industrial 
Safety. Requires two years’ ex- 
perience in accident prevention 
or safety engineering in oil 
field or refinery or three years’ 
general engineering experi- 
ence in oil field or refinery, 
plus college degree in engineer- 
ing or geology. Additional ex- 
perience may be substituted 
for the degree. Address Cali- 
fornia State Personnel Poard, 
801 Capitol Avenue, Sacramen- 
to 14. (8/15b) 











Chino Hills 
Wildcat Scene 

One of the best known members of 
the California oil fraternity, Freeman 
E. Fairfield, has undertaken a test of 
the Chino Hills area of San Bernar- 
dino County. His Elena No. 1 wild- 
cat on Section 7-3s-7w is working at 
an inconclusive depth at this writing. 
Contractor is Pacific Drilling Com- 
pany. Fairfield, among other oil 
achievements, was prominent in the 
original development of Signal Hill, 
Santa Fe Springs and other fields in 
the Los Angeles Basin and elsewhere. 
His oil field supply house at Signal 
Hill was born when Long Beach was 
in its budding days oilwise. 





Standard Plans 
River Island Try 


Northern California exploration for 
gas has been intensified by the start 
of Standard of California’s Gwerder 
Estate No. 1 well on Section 14-4n-3w 
in the River Island sector of Sacra- 
mento County. The drill site is about 
900 feet northeast of Brazos Oil & 
Gas Company’s Wheeler No. 1 duster, 
which was tabled in April of 1950. 


Northeast Ojai 
Ground Leased 
Sunray Mid-Continent Oil Company 
announces acquisition of a U. S. Gov- 
ernment lease on 25,700 acres of oil 
rospect land in the northeast Ojai 
“rea of Ventura County. Sunray, 
‘which acquired the lease block from 
(‘reat Basins Petroleum Company, re- 
orted a geological study may be 
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conducted in the area some time be- 
fore March, 1956. 





Saticoy Field 
Well Drilling 

On Section 29-3n-2lw in Ventura 
County’s Saticoy field, Shell Oil Com- 
pany is drilling its SPS No. 3 well 
on Section 29-3n-21w below 4000 feet. 
Rocky Mountain Drilling Company 
is doing the chores. In the Tapo Can- 
yon field, Jansen & Associates’ Tapo 
No. 16 in Section 13-3n-18w is on 
the pump at 2595 feet for 100 barrels 
of oil a day. 





Tejon-Grapevine 
Well Pump Testing 

C. Frederick Wehr’s Butler-Wehr 
No. 63-20 wildcat in the Tejon- 
Grapevine area of Kern County has 
been finaled on the pump for an 
initial yield of 144 barrels gross of 
32.7 gravity oil and cutting 10 per 
cent during the first day on pro- 
duction. The following day, it 
pumped 95.3 barrels gross of 32.2 
gravity oil, cutting 11 per cent. The 
well, on Section 20-11n-19w and 
two miles north of the Tejon-Grape- 
vine field proper, is producing from 
the Olcese zone. Above this sand 
and still untested are Valv and Pulv 
zones penetrated by the project on 


the way down to the Olcese. The 
well is on Reserve Oil and Gas Com- 
pany acreage. Another exploratory 
step-out, Reserve-Pauley No. 43-34 
on Section 34-11n-19w, is drilling 
steadily ahead below 5000 feet. It 
is designed to test the Olcese, Free- 
man and JV (Jewett) zones. The 
Freeman was proved in this sector 
several weeks ago and brought the 
number of oil sands producing in 
this multi-zoned sector to seven. 
The JV sand was opened on Re- 
serve’s leasehold in the area only 
last December, and three weeks 
ago the thirteenth flowing JV well 
was brought in. This new well is 
Reserve-Pauley No. 52-33 on Sec- 
tiion 33-11n-19w, which started off 
at the rate of 780 barrels a day 
through an 18/64-inch orifice. Grav- 
ity of the oil tested 37.1 degrees. 
At present there are four additional 
drilling jobs at various stages that 
are slated to be completed in the 
Jewett sands. 


Deer Creek 
Well Staked 

In Tulare County’s Deer Creek 
field, Robert O. Schulze has loca- 
tion staked for his National Devel- 
opment No. 2 well on Section 22- 
22s-27e. 





Crew on the Rico #12, Torrance oil field at Redondo Beach being drilled for James M. 
McNeill as operator. Left to right: Don Newton, driller: H. L. Grisback, derrick man; 
L. D. Strand, F. Holden, floor man; J. A. Harvard, W. J. Newman, truck driver and Ed 
Sutton, engineer for Jim McNeill. 
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Ludwig Replaces McPhee 


C. F. Ludwig has been named Act- 
ing Division Manager of Lane-Wells 
Company’s Pacific Coast Division re- 
placing J. W. McPhee, who resigned 
July 16, according to J. J. Neale, Pres- 
ident of the company. 


C. F. Ludwig 


Ludwig has been with Lane-Wells 
eighteen years and has held positions 
in all three of its domestic divisions 
and Lane-Wells Canadian Company. 
He became District Superintendent of 
the company’s Kansas Distirct in 1938 
and later took over the same position 
in Corpus Christi, Texas. He was 
promoted to Assistant Operating Su- 
perintendent of the Gulf Coast Divi- 
sion in 1944 and became Sales Man- 
ager of the same division in 1947. 
From 1949 to 1951 he was Vice-Presi- 
dent of Lane-Wells Canadian Com- 
pany. Since July of 1951 he has 
been Assistant Manager of the com- 
pany’s Pacific Coast Division. 


Appointment of J. H. Abramson as 
vice president of Gene Reid Drilling, 
Inc., has been announced. Abramson 
for many years served as vice presi- 
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dent in charge of drilling and pro- credited with opening a numbe: of 
duction for Jergins Oil Company. San Joaquin Valley oil fields, dic: at 
Reese Higdon continues as vice presi- his Bakersfield residence. The 70- 
dent in charge of field activities. year-old Wicker in recent years has 
been engaged in the real estate busi- 
ness in the Kern County oil city, where 
he had resided since 1928. His home 
previously was in Glendale. Born in 
Gainesville, Texas, the Wicker sand 
was named for him. 


John G. Brown, mechanical engi- 
neer of San Diego, and George de la 
Motte of Carlsbad, head Sub Marine 
Oil Operations at San Diego. The firm 
recently introduced a marine mobile 
system of caissons for use in ofi- 
shore drilling. Brown received his 
higher education at the U. S. Naval 
Academy. His associate, de la Motte, 
formerly was an oil and cattle man 
in Oklahoma. 


Forests and streams and all the 
other breath-taking beauty of Idaho 
gave Bill Crooks of General Explora- 
tion Company a restful vacation. He 
is back at his Los Angeles office after 
a stay in some of the world’s grand- 
John T. est country. 


who is 


(Sy) Wicker, 





Ten door prizes were given at the Sixteenth Annual Whing Ding of the Los Angeles 
Chapter of Nomads held at the Clock Country Club, Whittier, July 15, 1955. Here are 
the winners: (back row) O. P. Branyon of General Petroleum Corporation; Ed Wheeler 
of British American Oil Company; Art Titus of General Petroleum Corporation; C. B. 
Welch of Santa Fe Drilling; George Winterburn of Edwards Wire Rope; E. W. McAllister 
of Mene Grande Oil Company; (front row) Clyde Saucerman of McCullough Tool 
Company; Bill Scott of Pacific Western Oil Company: Kenny Solum of L. & S. Machine 
Company; Cecil Martin of Richfield Oil Corporation. 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 












U.C 
- 


Con 
of | 
into 
of / 


W. 











U.C.?. Makes Announcement 


The merger of Universal Polychem 
Company, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Universal Oil Products Company, 
into the parent company, effective as 
of August 1, was announced by David 
W. Harris, president of UCP. 
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M. R. Schrein 





After August 1, Mr. Harris said, 
all manufacturing activities conducted 
by Universal Polychem of McCook, 
Ill., and Shreveport, La., will be car- 
ried on as a separate division of 
UOP without change in policies or 
personnel. The Polychem division 
will manufacture various types of 
catalysts, inhibitors, and other forms 
of additives. 

In connection with the corporate 
change, Mr. Harris disclosed that 
UOP’s board of directors elected M. 
R. Schrein as vice president of Uni- 
versal with responsibility for manu- 
facturing. Mr. Schrein, vice president 
and general manager of Universal 
Polychem, assumed his new position 
on August 1. 

Also elected by the board were 
Frank O. Byrne and Thomas B. Drake 
as assistant secretaries of Universal; 
D. A. Cameron as comptroller of Uni- 
versal, and A. W. Lindahl as assist- 
ant comptroller. 





Oil man Don Marcell showed slides 


les of the recent blowout of General Pe- 
troleum’s Elvidge well at Willows to 
B. the regular meeting of the Desk and 
ter (errick Club in Taft. The members 
* f the “Queen of Clubs” plan their 





nnual smorgasbord next October 2. 
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Hearn and Hansen Advance 
at Halliburton 


Hosea P. Hearn and Richard M. 
Hansen were elected vice-presidents 
of Halliburton Oil Well Cementing 
Co. at the recent Duncan, Okla., 
annual stockholders’ and directors’ 
meeting. Erle P. Halliburton, found- 
er and chairman of the company, 
and all other officers were re-elected. 


Named regional vice-president for 
Halliburton’s central region was 
Hearn. He began as a cement truck 
driver in 1925 at Smackover, Arkan- 
sas, and has had field experience in 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas, the 
Rocky Mountain area and Califor- 
nia. For the past year he has been 
serving as regional manager. 

Hansen had been coordinator of 
production, engineering and materi- 
als at Halliburton’s Duncan plants 
and was named vice-president in 
charge of manufacturing. A grad- 
uate of Rensselaer Polytechnic In- 
stitute, he first was employed by 
Halliburton as a driver in Kansas 
operations and then as _ field 
engineer. 





Hall Retires 

Effective as of August Ist, J. L. 
Hall retired from the Ohio Oil Com- 
pany where, for a period of 12 years, 
he headed the drafting section of 
the Los Angeles Division Geologic 


Department. 
Prior to his connection with Ohio, 
he was, for 21 years, with 


C. C.-M. O. Oil Company in their 
field and office doing engineering 
and drafting work. 

Hall has established a drafting 
service for consulting geologists and 
petroleum engineers. The address 
is 1122 Fairview Ave., Arcadia, Cali- 
fornia. Telephone DOuglas 7-4200. 





Green & Heiser, who initiated con- 
tracting business on July 2, 1952, an- 
nounces the drilling of its 100th well. 
Up to three weeks ago, the firm had 
also put down 30 wells for Reserve 
Oil and Gas Company. 





Bob Lytle, lately returned from 
Italy, Turkey and other interesting 
centers across the water, has been es- 
caping heat of Los Angeles by spend- 
ing what time he can at Del Mar. 





Golf prize winners at the Sixteenth Annual Whing Ding of the Los Angeles Chapter 
of Nomads held at the Clock Country Club, Whittier, July 15, 1955. Left to right (back 
row): Nomad G.:R. Winder of Chiksan Company: Nomad Jay Curtis of Gulf Publish- 
ing Company; Jack Augsberger of Tryad Service; Nomad Bill Huskey of Hillman-Kelley: 
Karl Krieger of Richfield; (front row) Howard Hoon of Hydril Company: Nomad Truman 
Beeson of Specialty Sales Company: Howard Kaylor of Creole Petroleum Corporation: 
Nomad Paul Bowen of S. R. Bowen Company: Gene Madsen of H. C. Smith Oil Tool 


Company. 
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Permanente Constructs 
New Plant 


The Permanente Cement Company 
will expand its operations into South- 
ern California with the construction 
of a new $12,000,000 cement plant 
in San Bernardino County, Henry J. 
Kaiser, chairman of the board and 
president, announced recently. 

The Company has filed a location 
and development plan with the Coun- 
ty Planning Commission, preliminary 
to obtaining a building permit. 

The plant, which will have an ini- 
tial capacity of 2,000,000 barrels of 
Portland cement annually, is scheduled 
to begin production in the early fall 
of 1956. It will have a permanent 
labor force of about 175, with an 
annual payroll of nearly $1,000,000. 

Construction is expected to begin 
in about 90 days, and bids will be in- 
vited as soon as engineering is com- 
pleted by Kaiser Engineers Division 
of Henry J. Kaiser Company, which 
is designing the facilities and will su- 
pervise construction. 

Plant Site Near Victorville 

The plant and adjacent quarry to 
supply limestone—the basic raw mate- 
rial of cement—will be located on a 
limestone deposit in the Cushenbury 
area, near the town of Lucerne Valley, 
approximately 30 miles southeast of 
Victorville. 

Permanente will lease, on a long 
term basis, a portion of properties now 
held under option by Kaiser Steel Cor- 
poration. Location of the plant adja- 
cent to the quarry site will enable the 
quarried limestone to be delivered for 
the cement-making operation via an 
economical conveyor belt system. 

A 32-mile railroad will be built to 
connect the plant and quarry with the 
main rail line at a point near Hes- 
peria, California. 

The cement plant’s equipment will 
include installation of a modern elec- 
trostatic dust collecting system pre- 
ceded by mechanical collectors. Other 
mechanical and bag-type collectors will 
be installed throughout the process. 

Plant Designed for Expansion 

The plant is designed to allow for 
future increases in capacity to keep 
pace with the continuing growth of 
Southern California. Entry into this 
market also opens the possibility of 
activating the Company’s Long Beach 
distribution plant. This 60,000 barrel 
facility, equipped to handle bulk ce- 
ment ships, was purchased several 
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years ago as an outlet to the Greater 
Los Angeles Area, for Permanente’s 
future expansion southward. 


Sales Division Includes Five States 

Headquarters for the Southern Cali- 
fornia sales division will be estab- 
lished in the Metropolitan Los An- 
geles area early next year. The divi- 
sion will embrace Southern Califor- 
nia, Western Nevada, Arizona, New 
Mexico and parts of Texas and the 
Republic of Mexico. 

Permanente’s entire 15-year history 
has been one of continual expansion. 
The Company’s plant at Permanente, 
California, was opened in 1940 with 
an annual production capacity of 2,- 
500,000 barrels of cement. Capacity 
was doubled within a year to 5,000,000 
barrels and further expansion in 1950 
increased the total to 7,000,000 barrels 
annually. A current expansion pro- 
gram, due for completion at approxi- 
mately the same time as the new 
Southern California facilities, will 
bring the Northern California plant’s 
annual capacity to 8,400,000 barrels. 
Since 1941, Permanente has been the 
West’s largest individual cement plant, 
and one of the two largest in the 
world. 

Permanente’s marketing area has 
shown equal growth. Since 1940, 
when its market covered only a por- 
tion of Northern California, the Com- 
pany has widened its operations to 
include all of Northern California, Ne- 
vada, Oregon, Washington, British 
Columbia, Alaska, Hawaii and U. S. 
island possessions in the Pacific. 
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Distribution Plants Have C 
Million Barrel Storage 

Distribution plants at Permar te, 
California; Honolulu, Hawaii; © rt- 
land, Oregon; Seattle and East  s- 
co, Washington; Anchorage and \ir- 
banks, Alaska, and the ocean shi) ing 
terminal at Redwood City, Calif nia, 
provide silo storage capacity fo: ap- 
proximately 1,000,000 barrels of oulk 
cement. 

Permanente Steamship Corpors ‘ion, 
a subsidiary, operates two bulk ca. rier 
ships, SS Permanente Silverbow and 
SS Permanente Cement, with cirgo 
capacities of 58,000 and 40,000 ba: rels 
of bulk cement, respectively, to serve 
the Honolulu, Portland and Seattle 
distribution plants. 

The East Pasco, Washington fa- 
cility is supplied from the Portland, 
Oregon, plant by 4,500-barrel capacity 
barges towed up the Columbia River. 
The river-barge delivery system was 
also used to supply cement during 
the building of several of the huge 
dam projects in the Columbia River 
Basin. 

Permanente Supplies Alaska 

Anchorage is served from the Seat- 
tle plant by 19,000-barrel capacity 
steel barges towed across the Gulf of 
Alaska, and in turn supplies the aux- 
iliary installation at Fairbanks via the 
Alaska Railroad. In July, 1950, Per- 
manente initiated the distribution of 
bulk cement into Alaska, replacing 
sacked cement, which up to that time 
had been the only type available. The 
advent of bulk cement expedited de- 





Artist's conception of Permanente Cement Company's new 2,000,000 barrel capacity 
Southern California cement plant. The plant, which will produce cement by the dry 
process to obviate the use of water, is designed for future increases in capacity to 
keep pace with the continuing growth of Southern California. In the background is the 
stack of the modern electrostatic dust collecting system, and the conveyor belt which 
will transport limestone rock, the basic material of cement, from the een crusher 
at the quarry site to the plant for further grinding and processing. 
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fens. projects and encouraged the 
growth of a permanent commercial 
mar xet, since bulk cement can be han- 
dlec more efficiently and at far less 
cos: than the previously used sacked 
cement. 

Permanente has been studying the 
Southern California market for about 
three years, and has been shipping 
limited amounts of cement into the 
area to help relieve the shortage 
caused by the tremendous expansion 
of building activity. Its new South- 
ern California production and dis- 
tribution facilities will, for the first 
time, make it possible for dealers and 
contractors to take delivery of a sin- 
gle brand of cement on any job or 
series of jobs in the Far Western 
States, British Columbia, Alaska or 
Hawaii. 


Permanente Produces Full 
Cement Line 

Permanente is the only manufac- 
turer in the West which makes a full 
line of standard and special purpose 
cements. In addition to the five spe- 
cification types of Portland cement, 
the Company manufactures nine 
other types—Portland Pozzolan, Pfon- 
to (pipe cement), Plastic (exterior 
stucco), Brick Mix (masonry ce- 
ment), Low Alkali and four types 
of Oil Well cement—under the brand 
names: Permanente, Kaiser, Yosemite 
and Santa Clara. 

A Permanente subsidiary, Kaiser 
Gypsum Company, Inc., has long 
been established in the Southern Cali- 
fornia construction industry. Its 
plant at Long Beach furnishes about 
20 per cent of the plaster and gypsum 
board products in the area. A cur- 
rent expansion program, which will 
increase the plant’s production capa- 
city from 130,000,000 square feet of 
gypsum board products to 210,000,000 
square feet annually, is scheduled for 
completion this year, and with the 
opening of the new cement plant, will 
enhance the Company’s overall serv- 
ices to the area’s builders. 





William T. Payne, Big Chief Drill- 
ing Company president, has been ap- 
pointed chairman of a special commit- 
‘ee to promote the sale of U. S. Sav- 
ings Bonds through the payroll sav- 
ngs plan. Payne, a former president 
if the American Association of Oil- 
vell Drilling Contractors, is widely 
‘nown wherever oil is produced. 
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FLYING AA ETHYL 


CLEANEST 
MOST POWERFUL 
GACOLINE ! 


ORDINARY GASOLINES ARE DESTRUCTIVE 
HERE'S WHAT ORDINARY GASOLINES DO: 


Dirty gasoline containing 
sulfur burns out mufflers 
and tailpipes . . . affects the 
chrome on rear bumpers. 
Inside your engine, sulfur 
in gasoline causes engine 
wear and wastes power. 


Every 20 gallons of ordinary gasoline contains 
almost a cupful of destructive sulfur. 


CLEANEST... new Flying “A” Ethy] is clean . . . made clean to burn 
clean by a new process that extracts both sulfur and nitrogen compounds at 
the refinery—not in your engine. These dirty impurities build up harmful 
deposits in your engine that waste gasoline and power—cause knock and 
engine wear. 


MOST POWERFUL... new Flying “A” Ethyl has new high oc- 
tane power added by rearranging the gasoline molecules themselves. It’s so 
clean—so concentrated you’ll feel a powerful difference right from the start. 
Fill up with the cleanest, most powerful gasoline . . . new Flying “A” Ethyl— 
now at all Flying “A” Dealers. 


Concentrated cu: xn 


Highest Octane Performance « Greater Gasoline Mileage » Longer Engine Life 





DRIVE WITH A FLYING “Y" CREDIT CARD 


Fill in a credit card application at your Flying “A” Dealer’s 
or write Tide Water Associated Oil Company, Dept. CA, 
79 New Montgomery St., San Francisco. 


TIDE WATER ASSOCIATED OIL COMPANY 








Copyright T.W.A.0.CO. 1955 *Refined by the new concentrated Flying ‘‘A’’ Process. 
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“You're looking a bit off color. 
Anything wrong?” 

“I’m afraid there is. I’ve had to 
give up drinking, smoking and 
gambling.” 

“Well, I must say that’s all to 
your credit.” 

“Oh, no, it isn’t! It’s due to my 
lack of credit.” 





A small boy came home with a 
quarter he had found in a Glendale 
street. 

“Are you sure it was lost?” asked 
his father. 

“Yes,” replied the youngster. “I 
saw a man looking for it.” 





A fellow went up to the gate of a 
nudist camp on a chilly day and 
asked to be admitted. 

The guard looked at him and said, 
“Nothing doing, my friend, this is a 


nudist camp and you can’t come in 
here with that blue suit on.” 

“This?” said the visitor, chatter- 
ing “this ain’t no blue suit. I’m 
cold.” 





Rosenbaum called up a Scandi- 
navian concern and said, “Rosen- 
baum here. Hooz spikkin’ pliz?”’ 

A Swede on the other end said, 
“T’m Yensen, the secretary.” 

Rosenbaum fumbled a bit, then 
exclaimed, “Oh, well, I'll call you 
back when you're not so busy!” 





A small boy was seated on the 
curb with a pint of whiskey in his 
hand, reading “Esquire,” and smok- 
ing a big cigar. An old lady passed 
and asked: “Little boy, why aren’t 
you in school?” 

The infant replied: “Damn it, 
lady, I ain’t but four!” 
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HE BOWEN JUNK BASKET uses the 


unique principal of reverse circulation to 


“What’ll ye be havin’ for sup; +r?” 
“A yard of pork.” 
“Sounds like a heap of mea 


’Tain’t 
feet. 


much, jest three _ igs’ 


Man: “I can’t see what keeps you 
girls from freezing.” 
Girl: “You’re not supposed to.” 





“T didn’t marry her for her 
money, but I didn’t know how else 
to get it.” 





Taxpayer—a man who doesn’t 
have to pass a civil service exami- 
nation to work for the government. 





He: “Do you pet with the lights 
on or off?” 
She: “Yes.” 











Oil Well Servicing 
Rotary Drilling 


LOS ANGELES LONG BEACH VENTURA 
Michigan 7794 35-8984 Miller 3-4112 
NEvada 6-1414 
TErminal 4-6487 


MAIN OFFICE 


720 SUBWAY TERMINAL BLDG. 
LOS ANGELES 13 
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PULL objects into the basket. Circulating fluid is 
diverted through side passages in the barrel and “ 
against the full circumference of the hole. Here <ul 
the fluid is deflected, moving all objects toward ~ 
center. Fluid flows in a continuous stream to the 
center of the tool and up through the barrel to 
return ports pulling all objects into the catcher. 
This reverse circulation action assures more com- 
plete recovery of junk in the hole and eliminates ~ 
misruns. Full pump pressure can be utilized be- 
cause there’s no danger of pressure bearing against 
and causing loss of the fish. ’ 
An ideal tool for recovering all types of junk, 

for coring purposes, and as a hole straightener. 
Comes in sizes from 4%" to 17%” and is engineered 
to recover all types of bit cones used to drill hole 
sizes within its range. 

For details - call the Bowen Service Store 

in your territory or write direct. 
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